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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
come to order. WII| everyone please join nme in
the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(The assenbl age repeated the
Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

The invocation today will be
gi ven by the Reverend Peter G Young of the
Bl essed Sacranent Church of Bolton Landi ng.

REVEREND PETER YOUNG. Thank you
Gover nor .

Let us pray. Dear nenbers of the
Senate, as we today prepare to be photographed,
may we pray for ourselves that we may be
delivered fromall illusion of superiority, from
all pretense of righteousness, from al
arrogance and hardness of heart, that we m ght
know t he neani ng of conpassion to all of those
and to our elected duties.

We pray for the people of New
York State that their wealth and power m ght
becone a force for peace rather than conflict, a

source of hope rather than di scontent, an agent

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

848

of friendship rather than enmty. May the
actions of this Senate then be that exanple now
and forevernore. Anen.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNO.  Madam Presi dent,
may | ask at this tine that we take up an
extraordi nary piece of business, and that is to
have this very distingui shed body phot ographed
by the very distingui shed phot ographer that |
believe is nowready to record this session for
posterity.

Thank you, Ms. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thi s nagnificent
body will now be photographed. (Laughter)

(Wher eupon, the Senate was
phot ogr aphed. )

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senate will conme to order.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNO: Can we at this
ti me have a reading of the Journal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The

Secretary will read the Journal.
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THE SECRETARY: In Senate,
Sat urday, February 3rd. The Senate net pursuant
to adj ournnent, Senator Hobl ock in the Chair.
The Journal of Friday, February 2nd, was read
and approved. On notion, the Senate adjourned.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Hearing
no objection, the Journal stands approved as
read.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
Messages fromthe Governor
Reports of standing conmttees.
Reports of select commttees.
Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.
Motions and resol utions.
The Chair recogni zes Senat or
Mar cel | i no.
SENATOR MARCELLI NGO M.
President, on behalf of Senator Stafford, please
pl ace a sponsor's star on Cal endar Nunber 147.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: At the

request of the sponsor, Cal endar Nunber 147 is
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starred.
Senat or Marcel |ino.
SENATOR MARCELLI NGO M.
President, on page nunber 5, | offer the

foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar Nunber 60,
Senate Print Nunber 69, and ask that said bil
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar,
on behal f of Senator LarKkin.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
anmendnents are recei ved and adopted. The bil
will retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

Senat or Marcel |ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NGO M.
President, on behal f of Senator Sal and, on page
nunber 16, | offer the foll ow ng amendnents to
Cal endar Number 137, Senate Print Nunmber 3501,
and ask that said bill retain its place on the
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
anmendnents are recei ved and adopted. The bil
will retain its place on the Third Readi ng

Cal endar.
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Senat or Marcel |ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NGO M.
President, on behalf of Senator Lack, | nove
that the following bill be discharged fromits
respective conmttee and be recommitted with
instructions to strike the enacting cl ause.
That's Senate 5433-A

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
enacting clause will be stricken.

SENATOR MARCELLINO  And, M.
President, on behalf of Senator Holland, | nove
to recommt Senate Print Nunber 34, Cal endar
Nunber 37, on order of third reading with
instructions to the said conmttee to strike out
t he enacting cl ause.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
enacting clause is stricken. The bill is
reconmtted.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNOG: M. President,
can we call for an immedi ate neeting of Rules in
Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There
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will be an imedi ate neeting of the Rules
Committee in the Majority Conference Room Room
332. Inmmediate neeting of the Rules Commttee
in the conference room the Majority Conference
Room Room 332.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNOG: M. President,
believe there is a resolution at the desk by
Senat or Hobl ock. | would ask that its title be
read and nove for its imredi ate adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the title to the privileged
resol ution.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Hobl ock, Legislative Resol ution honoring Oficer
Jerry Yerbury for his heroic efforts in saving
the life of Patricia Colfer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
guestion is on the adoption of the resolution.
Al'l those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye".)

Opposed, nay.

(There was no response.)
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The resolution is adopted.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNOG: M. President,
can we at this time take up the non
controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the non-controversia
cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
124, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 3769, an
act to anmend the Crimnal Procedure Law, in
relation to prohibiting a request to any victim
of a sexual assault crinme to submt to a
pol ygraph test.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
125, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 3818, an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law, the
Public Health Law and the Fam |y Court Act, in
relation to the authorized destruction of
danger ous drugs.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This

act shall take effect on the 1lst day of

Novenber .
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 56.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar 135, by
Senator Stafford, Senate Print 620, an act to
amend the Environnmental Conservation Law, in
relation to permtting certain advertising in

t he Adi rondack Park.
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SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar 136, by
Senator Stafford, Senate Print 629-A, an act to
amend the Environnmental Conservation Law, in
relati on to non-hazardous munici pal |andfil
cl osure.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 56.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar 140, by
Senat or Vol ker, Senate Print 3978, an act to
amend the Executive Law, in relation to the
organi zati on of the New York State Poli ce.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

856

Secretary will read the |ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 56.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
141, by Menber of the Assenbly Perry, Assenbly
Print 4641, an act to amend the Real Property
Law, in relation to the priority of a lien of a
reverse nortgage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar 142, by
Senat or Lack, Senate Print 1296, current
resolution of the Senate and the Assenbly,
proposi hg anendnments to Article VI of the
Constitution.

SENATOR LACK: Star the
resol ution, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
resolution is starred at the request of the
sponsor.

The Secretary will continue to
call the non-controversial cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
143, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 1743-A, an
act to anmend the CGeneral Obligations Law, in
relation to exoneration of certain crine
vi cti ns.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 1lst day of

November .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Announce
the results when tabul at ed.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 55, nays 1,
Senat or Connor recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar 144, by
Senat or Sal and, Senate Print 2109, an act to
amend the Surrogate's Court Procedure Act and
the Donmestic Relations Law, in relation to
reports required before orders of adoption.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar 145, by
Senat or Seward, Senate Print 2699, an act to
anmend the Real Property Law, in relation to the
contents of registration statenents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 56.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bil

i s passed.

Senat or Bruno, that conpl etes of
t he non-controversial cal endar, sir.

SENATOR BRUNOG: M. President,
believe there's a report at the desk fromthe
Rules Committee. Can | ask that it be read at
this tinme?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: W'l

return to the order of reports of standing
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commttees. The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Bruno,
fromthe Conmmittee on Rules, hands up the
following bill directly for third reading
Senate Print 5959-A, by Senator Goodman and
others, an act to anmend the Social Services Law,
the Donestic Relations Law, the Famly Court Act
and the Mental Hygiene Law, in relation to the
di scl osure of information in the Statew de
Central Register of a child.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL:  Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNO  Move to accept
the report of the Rules Conmittee, M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is to accept the report of the Rules
Committee. Al those in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye".)

Opposed, nay.

(There was no response.)

The report is accepted.
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Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNOG: M. President,
can we at this tinme take up Cal endar Nunber 176
recently reported from Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
176, by Senator Goodnan, Senate Print 5959-A an
act to anmend the Social Services Law, the
Donestic Relations Law, the Fam |y Court Act and
the Mental Hygiene Law, in relation to
di scl osure of information in the Statew de
Central Register of Child Abuse.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
section, please.

THE SECRETARY: Section 22. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

SENATOR CONNOR:  Expl anati on,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Goodnan.

SENATOR GOODVAN: M. President,
inthe tine that |1've spent in this chanber,

think there may not be a bill that | would
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regard as nore significant than the one which
we' re about to consider and the one which is
before us -- significant because it relates to
an unspeakably sad tragedy which was brought to
the attention of the public late | ast year
involving a child who was on the very edge of
| eading an idyllic fairy tale life.

Her nane was Elisa |zquierdo.
She was a youngster who was born into a
star-crossed famly with a terribly tragic
background, with a nother who was reportedly a
"“crack” addict, with a father who was not
actually in the hone but who eventually gave way
to a stepfather and over time this child showed
some remarkabl e natural charm vivacity,
intelligence and potential, and as the child
devel oped and grew, quite extraordinarily -- and
| spoke of it as a fairy tale a nonent ago, and
this is the part that is so extraordinary -- a
menber of European royalty chanced to visit the
child in school and was so attracted to her that
he deci ded that he was going to take fromhis

own avail able funds npnies to assure that she
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woul d go through her el enentary and secondary
education with his full support. In short, he
was attenpting to wite for her a passport into
a brighter tonmorrow, and then circunstances

whi ch engaged the attention of the public with
infinite sadness began to transpire.

The child's nother, for reasons
that are obscure but which were expl ai ned at
some point along the way as involving an all eged
voodoo curse, caused the nother to try to beat
the curse out of the child physically with a
vari ety of physical attacks upon the child's
body and upon the child herself psychol ogic
ally. This cane so close to being a wondrous
tale of retrieval froma poverty background and
a background of drug abuse, but instead the
child fell over the cliff, down the slippery
sl ope to death at the hands all egedly of her own
par ent .

The thing that causes governnent
to have special concern about this matter is the
fact that the government was aware of the prob

lem The governnent, indeed, had intervened in
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the earlier stages of the problem and supposedly
had this case under close surveillance, but alas
it was not to be that the government could step
in and repeatedly notice the bruises and the
vari ous signs of violence done to the child.
Instead, the child fell between the cracks and
was | ost to us in a manner which appears
absol utely i nexplicable.

Now, your Senate |nvestigations
Committee held a public hearing on this natter
and in holding the public hearing, we were told
by the Agency for Child Welfare in the city of
New York that it was not possible to reveal to
us, even though we are the investigative arm of
the Senate, the circunstances surrounding the
death of the child and the | ack of adequate
government intervention to save the child. Wy
woul d they not discuss this with us? Because of
an obsol ete | aw which placed a veil of secrecy
over all of these proceedi ngs.

For sone years we've known about
this problemregarding the veil of secrecy. W

were aware of the fact that it was not possible
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for the investigative branch of governnent, for
the Conptroller's office, for district attor
neys, indeed for anybody short of the Child
Wel fare Administration itself, to be privy to
the facts of a case of child violence, and over
an over again, youngsters have been killed by
their own parents, actual homi cides in which we
cannot determ ne what happened and how we m ght
have prevented it because this is all obscure to
us, under the | aw

Not surprisingly, we finally
deci ded that enough was enough, that it was
i nperative that governnent intervene and that we
find a way to permt governnment, officials and
appropriate parties concerned, with the welfare
of children, to be given the information of how
we | ose these children in order to prevent its
future recurrence, and that is the genesis of
the |l aw t hat we have before us today.

Now, let it be noted that there
is another side of the coin in this matter, and
that's the side of the coin which invol ves not

wi shing to have infornmation revealed in such a
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manner that it could bring about a reprisa
agai nst an i ndividual who reveals child
vi ol ence, sonebody m ght be an observer of a
famly situation, bring that to the attention of
a court or of a law enforcenent officer and then
be visited with violence hinself or herself for
havi ng had the audacity to bring this to the
public authority's attention, and so the | aw
that was originally passed was designed to
prevent agai nst reprisals.

It was al so designed to protect
i n anot her fashion, nanely, to be sure that no
undue enbarrassnment was brought to other famly
menbers who m ght be innocent bystanders in
cases of this sort, and then too there's the
aspect of the | aw which said that when a
conplaint is | odged through the hot |ine which
was brought into existence some years ago -
some of us were involved in the creation of a
child abuse hot Iine -- we created it so that
when anyone observed child abuse, they could
report it inmediately by tel ephone and have a

trigger nechanismto bring about an
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i nvestigation of the circunstances.

Well, let's say that a child fel
of f a couch supposedly and was brui sed; one
m ght observe a bruise. A teacher in a schoo
m ght be suspicious but report the matter. An
i nvestigation would be held and the parent woul d
say the child fell off a couch; it was an
accident. Well and good. At that point, that
woul d be renoved and expunged fromthe record
because it was presunably not a case of violence
bei ng visited upon the child, but then again,
this m ght have happened a second tine or a
third or a fourth, and in each instance because
the case in and of itself in isolation appeared
i nnocuous, there was no effort nmade to retain
the record of that occurrence, but when we stop
to think about it, the cumul ative devel opnent of
t hese cases when we see there are four or five
or six or even nore instances of child injury
whi ch, in and of thensel ves, appear not to be
the result of abuse but which collectively and
curmul atively indicate that there is a pattern

that's suspicious and may wel |l invol ve abuse, in
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t hose instances we need to be able to retain the
records so that we are able to put this under
our m croscope of sociological exam nation and
reveal , Ah-ha! There's sonething suspicious
here. This could not have happened so many
times in succession.

So this law, in addition to
lifting the veil of secrecy, in addition to
trying to balance it appropriately with
protection to famlies, also seeks not to
expunge records. W had the district attorney
of Suffolk County conme in and give us his advice
that the expungenent was a bad idea. W had the
State I nvestigations Comm ssion which recently
i ssued a report on child violence cone up with
the sane point. W had the mayor of the city of
New York through his investigations comm ssioner
i nportune us not to elimnate these records but
to keep them under court seal so that it would
be possible to have the record wi thout unjustly
accusi ng anyone but have it available if we
needed it.

This | aw i ncorporates all of
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these features and a nunber of others which are
quite conplex. | will not attenpt to burden the
house with a full recitation of these, but |
woul d have you know t hat enornmous thought has
gone into this effort. This is not the effort
of any one legislator, this piece of
| egislation. It involves a cooperative effort
with the -- of course, the Majority Leader of
t he Senate, Senator Bruno, who took enornous
i nterest and expressed great concern with our
getting on with a solution to this. It also
i nvol ved the Speaker of the Assenbly who's been
nost cooperative in trying to nove it through
hi s house.

The Governor hinself was
sufficiently concerned so that he assigned a
special task force under the Attorney General to
exam ne the case, and they have cone in with
their report and recommendations, and all of
t hese things have now conbi ned together to nmake
this one -- to create this one bill, but perhaps
nost inportant, I'd |ike to pay tribute to ny

col | eague, Senator Sal and, because it is Senator
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Sal and who is the prine specialist in this area
as chairman of the Child Welfare Conmttee of
the Senate, is really an expert in this matter
and has given us of his time and of his intel
| ectual skill and capacity to help us shape a
bill which would be one that is hopefully nost
humane, and |"'msorry to say that | think the
final product is not fully to his satisfaction,
al though he will speak for hinself in a nonent
and tell you his views on it, but let it be said
that in a matter this conplex, | feel fortunate
that we had such diverse interest and support
frommany quarters, and what you have before you
is a bipartisan, collective product which
hopefully will help to avert these types of
tragedies in the future.

SENATOR CONNOR:  Madam Pr esi dent
-- I"'msorry. | thought you were finished.

SENATOR GOCDMVAN: "I take
anot her sentence or two, Senator Connor, if |
may .

Col | eagues, it's a year obviously

of great inter-party tension, and this is
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under standable. In every even nunbered year
these things tend to bubble up, but let it be
noted that, in this particular case, | think
it's fair to say that we have remarkabl e
unanimty of opinion as to the solution that
society nust provide to this type of problem

There's not an individual wthin
the sound of ny voice in this chanber or
el sewhere who does not agree that our children
are our nost precious assets and that to us
hol ds a special obligation to protect them
agai nst vi ol ence and especially that
pat hol ogi cal form of viol ence which occurs right
in their owm honmes fromtheir own parents.

I, for one, amvery clear that as
long as there is a "crack" epidemc and as |ong
as parents give birth to children who thensel ves
are involved with "crack”, that there's bound to
be this type of acting out violence on the part
of parents to their children because "crack"
produces ghastly aberrational behavior and a
vi ol ent pattern of behavior which repeats itself

over and over again.
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So, therefore, it behooves
government to send up a signal that we will be
alert and we will do everything in our power to
prevent these problens, and when | say that, |
speak not just of what occurs within the anbit
of this bill, but of the whole social and child
wel fare system W nust recruit stronger case
wor kers. W nust give those case workers
careful screening to be sure that there's
nothing in their own background which woul d
i ndi cate neglect or incapacity to perform W
nmust train these case workers not just to have
tunnel vision and to go in and see whether a
child has a bruise, but rather to | ook at the
entire context of the child s whole honme life
and school |life to be sure that there is no
situation which brings about violence to the
child, and we nust assuredly have the capacity
to look into the situations when viol ence and
even death does occur, to be absolutely certain
that governnent is able to detect these
situations and to renove the child froma

harnful environnent while at the same tine,
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bei ng careful wherever possible to keep the
child with its parents who, after all through
natural forces of nature, should be those best
equi pped to guard and to protect and to succor a
chi | d.

This is a deeply hunane probl em
which I know is of concern to every one of you,
nmy col |l eagues, and | shall be nost grateful for
your support, hopefully unaninmously in the
passage of this bill.

THE PRESI DENT:  Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNO Let ne pass at
this tinme, Madam President.

SENATOR CONNOR: Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Connor.

SENATOR CONNOR: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

| certainly want to congratul ate
Senator Bruno for bringing this bill out and
Senat or Goodman for his work on it, and Senator
Sal and and our coll eagues in the Assenbly.

Let ne say that Elisa was a

constituent. The case happened in ny district
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on the Lower East Side, but it's not the first
case in that neighborhood; it's not the first
case in New York City and not the first case in
New York State, and regrettably, it probably
won't be the last case, and I'mcertainly
supporting this bill because this bill does
address sone of the faults in the system

I think what was nost shocki ng
about Elisa's case was that there had been
reports of abuse, that there had been reports by
teachers, as we've, by law, required the various
care givers to children make such reports, that
there was so much evidence and it all fel
through the cracks. It seemed to fall through
the cracks in Famly Court. It seened to fal
through the cracks in the Child Wl fare
Adm ni stration, and | guess what really makes
the case the nost conpelling is, as Senator
Goodman pointed out, there was an alternative.
There was hope.

There was hope for this child
whose father, by all accounts, a single parent

was singularly devoted to her but, unfortun

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

875

ately, passed away from cancer and she was | eft
really to becone the victimof an inept system
if not an uncaring system and this bill does
address sonme of the faults that that case
dramati zed, but by no nmeans -- by no neans is
this legislation the panacea for the probl em of
child abuse, and by no neans will it solve al
of the probl ens.

There's clearly much, rmuch nore
work to be done, and the Attorney General has
had a report on it. The State Investigations
Commi ssion has had a report very recently on the
whol e situation with the Child Welfare Adminis
tration. Commendably, the mayor is taking
actions to revise it froman admnistrative
st andpoi nt, but there's clearly nuch, nmuch nore
work to be done.

W al so, ny coll eagues, have to
be consci ous of what we do here. Last year, the
Governor proposed a $158 million cut to child
protection services. The Legislature resisted
part of that, but we did go along with a $90

mllion cut in Child Protective Services and,
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i ndeed, within a matter of weeks of this tragic
case, the Governor requested the restoration of
80 mllion of those 90 million. W all make

m stakes. A pretty good indication, though,

that the noney does matter but, clearly, the way
t hese cases are processed, the kind of

supervi sion, the qualifications of the people

i nvol ved are al so very, very inportant.

| don't think Senator Goodman's
bill is by any nmeans a bad bill. | think it's a
good bill, but I don't think it addresses all of
the issues, and |I'msure nor does he pretend it
does. It addresses sone inportant issues at his
i nvestigation in hearings and this case pointed
out about how, in fact, the secrecy |aws were
bei ng used to cover up ineptness, cover up just
plain | ost cases about poor |ost children who
were brutalized and, in that case, nurdered.

So I"'mcertainly going to vote
for it, but I urge all of ny colleagues, let's
remenber there's nore to be done. There's nore
to be done in the area of child protection

services and | also remind all of you, there are
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very, very inportant things that governnent does
that no one else can really do because it does
take the force of law into these cases and that
does require noney, and while we're ready
certainly to join in appropriate cutbacks in the
scope of governnent and we certainly want

savi ngs and efficiency, we do have to recogni ze
that there are always priorities and we al ways
do have to provide sufficient funds for the kind
of prograns that no one but our governnent can
do, particularly when our children are at risk.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Sal and.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Madam President, | rise to
certainly conplinent and | aud Senat or Goodman
for his efforts in taking this issue, staying
with it and working it through the rather
| engt hy process that got us here today and, very
simlarly, I would conplinent Senator Bruno
because Senator Bruno determ ned early on that

this was an issue of critical inportance and one
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which required to be, in effect, fast tracked.

| cone to the issue of child
abuse as soneone who formerly handl ed these
cases sonme 20 years ago, and at that tinme | felt
absolutely certain that nmy first one would be ny
| ast one and, unfortunately, | found out that
there woul d be a nunber of cases that | would
handl e thereafter for ny county.

A coupl e of years ago when we did
t he ommi bus donestic violence bill, | nentioned
that particular topic and di scussed the fact of
what brought ne to the issue. | have, for the
past two or three years, had the good fortune of
chairing the Children and Famlies Comittee
which is sonething that | eagerly wanted to do.
Even as a nenber of the Assenbly, | was keenly
involved in child abuse issues and there were
several chapters which, while they don't
necessarily bear nmy nane, if you | ook at the
second party on the bill, you'll see ny nane.
The liability | anguage currently contained in
Section 419 is |anguage which | drafted,

ultimately becanme a Bi anchi-Saland bill, and I
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believe it was passed in this house by Senator
Johnson. So it's been a continuing effort, and
| appl aud Senator Goodnan, really, for dealing,
| think, with the issue of child abuse in truly
a marvel ous fashion.

What |'m concerned about,
however, and the reason ny nane doesn't appear
on this bill, is that | fear the unintended
consequences of this bill. | fear that in our
zeal to deal with child abuse, we are placing
ot hers at ri sk.

Now, the standard by which we
deternmi ne whether a report is indicated is
whet her or not there's credible evidence. W're
not tal ki ng about a preponderance of evidence.
We're not tal king about clear and preponderant.
We're not tal king about beyond a reasonabl e
doubt. We're tal king about nmere credible
evidence. So by definition, if a report is
unf ounded, there is no credible evidence to
support that particular claim

Now, that system has presented us

with some problens. The problenms which it has
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presented itself, unfortunately manifested
itself in any nunber of cases but certainly the
one that captured the hearts and m nds of New
Yorkers and really nmuch of the nation is the
case to which Senator Goodman and Senator Connor
earlier referred, the Izquierdo case, and that's
why this is called Elisa' s Law.

There's no doubt that the system
needs i nprovenent and there's no doubt that the
system can be dramatically inproved. M/ concern
is that in the course of inproving the child
abuse system that we are running the risk of
abusi ng others by keeping all unfounded reports.

Ri ght now some 330... well, [ ast
year, sone 330,000 reports came into the system
probably about 210,000 or so upon their being
submtted or called in, many, if not nost of
t hem anonynously. Many of them if not nost of
them com ng out of nmatrinonial proceedi ngs were
not -- were not investigated because they were,
in effect, discharged right off the bat as
really not being renotely credible. You get

down to about 130, 000 cases. O those 130, 000
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cases, sonewhere between 90- and 100, 000 were
determi ned to be unfounded. O the renaining
approxi mate 30- to 40,000, after a hearing
requested by the party, who is the subject of
the report, sonme 70 percent of them were
subsequent|ly changed from "indi cated" to

"unf ounded".

There's a vast universe of cases
out there that have nothing to do with physica
abuse, have nothing to do with child abuse.
They deal with neglect, an entirely different
subject, a different quantumthan child abuse.
There's no doubt that we should determine -- to
hang onto records where there is a pattern of
abuse, but what the SIC reconmended was not t hat
we retain all expunged records, and |I'm readi ng
fromthe expungenment portion of the SIC report.
It says:

"The comm ssion reconmends t hat
the current systemof classifying reports as
ei ther 'unfounded' or '"indicated be replaced.

I nstead, there should be a m ddl e category where

records of cases in which there is a reasonabl e
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basis for concern can be preserved. This mddle
category in which abuse is suspected should
i nclude cases in which there are objective
i ndi cati ons of abuse or negl ect but insufficient
evidence to indicate a report. Records of cases

fall into the suspected category would be --
I"'msorry "-- records of cases which fall into

t he suspected category woul d be preserved rather
t han expunged.

This category woul d i nclude cases
in which a single instance of inappropriate or
guesti onabl e conduct woul d not constitute abuse
or neglect but that same conduct repeated over
time could establish a pattern of abuse or
neglect”, and it goes on to say that "the
definition of unfounded cases shoul d be changed
to include only those cases in which evidence of
chil d abuse has been di sproved and there is no
suspicion that the report was intentionally
fal se. ™

In reviewing this bill over the

weekend, there's a nunber of things that | found

again that fall into this category of unintended
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consequences. There are a nunber of states that
retain these patterned cases, call them suspect
ed cases, if you wish, as the SIC proposed or
undet erm ned as sone other states do. None of
them -- none, not even the state of Texas -- not
exactly renowned as a bastion of civil

| i bertarianism-- holds these any |onger than
six nmonths. W are holding themnot nerely for
ten years, but fromten years fromthe birthdate
-- ten years -- I'msorry -- ten years beyond

t he youngest child nanmed in the report attaining
the age of 18, so you could keep these -- if it
was a three-year-old child in a report involving

a 15-year-old, you could keep these records for

25 years.

Now, why am | concerned? | have
never exactly been known as a civil libertar
ian. | don't consider this to be a civil
libertarian issue. | have, in fact, been

accused of bei ng somewhat Neanderthal at tines.
Wiy am | concerned? |'m concerned because what
we will be doing is opening a door to making

standard operating procedure, the use by
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matri noni al attorneys of this register in
cust ody cases.

Now, the bill says it's not
adm ssi ble, but let nme suggest to you, if a
person nakes three, four or five calls, these
can be anonynous; you can be identified, and
after the third or fourth or fifth call when
for instance, one spouse, in dealing with the
child who has visitation says, "Johnny, when you
came back from--" I'Il use the exanple of a
wife -- "Little Johnny, when you cane back from
vi siting Daddy, did he touch your private
parts", and little Johnny says, "No", and two
weeks later little Johnny cones back from
visitation and Monmy says, "Johnny, did Daddy
touch your private parts?" Johnny says, "No."
Two weeks after that, the sane spiel and finally
Johnny scratches his head -- nmaybe he doesn't
even know what private parts are -- and he says,
"I think so, Mormy." Report to the centra
regi stry, unfounded. Sanme thing two, three,
four times afterwards and how | ong before the

person indicates the report jockeying for
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advantage in matrinoni al proceedi ngs?

Let ne suggest to you that high
profil e people, perhaps sonebody in this chanber
in the mdst of sonme controversial issue in
whi ch passions are running deeply will wind up
bei ng the victimof an unfounded report.

Senator "X" has abused his or her
child. Senator "X' is snorting "coke" in the
presence of his children. Unfounded? Certainly
clear to you and anybody who knows you. None
theless, in the report, and if you read the
bill, the bill says that while, in fact, that is
i nadm ssi ble, you have the ability to access
that information, and if sonmebody says to you,
"But, Senator Sal and, you were the subject of a
report; why don't you disclose it", saying
"unfounded” will not be good enough.

There's a provision here in which
a child who is the subject of the proceeding -
not the subject. The subject of the proceeding
is the abuser -- the child naned in the action
can have his or her name disclosed. |It's sort

of a discretionary thing subject to certain
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general i zed standards with the Soci al Services
Conmi ssioner. | cannot fathoma set of

ci rcunst ances under which a child who has been
sexual | y abused or sodonized coul d appropriately
have his or her nane listed in any set of

ci rcunst ances anywhere. There is certainly

little to be gained in permtting that to

happen.

| al so have sonme trouble with the
di scl osure requirenents. |f you | ook at -
unfortunately, I'mworking off a conputer
generated copy, not the bill. On ny copy, it
says, "Section 3. Information may be di scl osed
pursuant to the section as follows:" There's an
(a), a (b), a (c) and (a) says, "Information

rel eased prior to the conpletion of the

i nvestigation of a report shall be linmted to a

statenment that a report is," quote, under

i nvestigation.'"

(b) then says, "Wen there has
been a prior disclosure pursuant to paragraph
(a) of this subdivision, information rel eased in

a case in which the report has been unfounded
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shall be limted to the statenment that," quote,

the investigati on has been conpleted and the
report has been unfounded."'"

"' mnot sure how nuch sol ace t hat
will be to those who have been wongfully
accused.

| ask the question, why is it
necessary? Wiy is it necessary to put out
i nformati on in advance until you' ve conpl eted
your investigation? Wat are you doing to the
rights of privacy of people and perhaps at tines
a child who has been brought into this? It's an
invitation, truly an invitation to pressure
peopl e who are subject to unfounded reports to
rel ease information. This invites pressure
where there's been an unfounded report for a
person, particularly a high profile person,
whether it's an elected official, whether it's a
busi ness person, whether it's a person of sone
stature in your community, the pressure will be
on to release the information. What are you
hiding if it's unfounded? Release it.

Now, |'m sensitive to the fact
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that district attorneys, including the -- you
know, fornmer U S. Attorney for the Southern
District of New York, the mayor of the city of
New York and the Suffol k County District Attor
ney have a keen interest in this. |I'mnot quite
sure we should be determ ning how we handl e
child-rel ated i ssues, whether we should be
handling it really in a fashion that relies
primarily on the expertise of prosecutors
because I'mtruly not sure that they have the
ki nds of background or expertise to deal with
this.

Now, |'m assuning that the
section of the |law which says "this shall be
i nadm ssible in a judicial proceeding or an
adm ni strative hearing”, |I'massum ng that
certainly the prosecutors are aware that they
will not be able to use that in a grand jury
proceedi ng because a grand jury proceeding is,
in fact, a -- is a court function.

So |l et ne just conclude by saying
| am not suggesting that anybody vote agai nst

this bill. M pleais to visit this issue,
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revisit this issue on the question of
expungenent as rapidly as possible before we

| ose sight of it because | fear that we will be
back here sonme time within the next two to three
years ot herw se after sonebody has been

gri evously wonged, perhaps sonebody who you
know, perhaps sonebody who | know, perhaps
sonmebody right here in this chanmber and we wil |l
be attenpting to fix something that we coul d
have fi xed before we got here, consistent with
what the SIC reconmended, consistent with
editorial comments such as contained in the New
York Tinmes, delineate the cases in which there's
a pattern.

And | et ne give you just the
exanple that certainly is the easiest. Sonebody
shows up in an energency roomw th a child that
has a bunp or a bruise on the head. Now, under
the current system if Mommy or Daddy said,
"Little Johnny fell out of the crib", that
woul d not be an indicated report, barring sone
ot her evidence or corroboration that would be

unf ounded and a few weeks later, little Johnny
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showed up in the enmergency room again, had a
welt on his armand Momy said, "He | eaned up
agai nst the stove and burned hinsel f", that
woul d probably not be an indicated report
either. The first report woul d have been
expunged; the second report woul d have been
expunged, and if he showed up two or three weeks
|ater with a scratch on his face, that, standing
by itself, would not have been an indicated
report. It would be unfounded.

What | woul d suggest, what the
SI C woul d suggest, would be in those cases where
there is sone evidence of sone type of traung,
that those records be retained. Those are the
patterned cases to which they make reference.
That is a distinction which | think is an
i mportant distinction.

| offer my comrents certainly for
no reason other than the fact that, as | said,
I"ve worked in this area for a long, long tine.
I was involved in negotiations on this bill. |
certainly wouldn't want my conments to cone

across as sour grapes. They're not intended as
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such. They're intended as a warning, as a
deeply and heart-felt warning and | can only
suggest to you that 1've always taken ny job
seriously. | labored long and hard on the
issues that |'ve dealt with in ny commttee. |
think the evidence is clear that that was the
case certainly dealing with domestic violence,

and | woul d suggest to you that we can al ways do

better. No bill that we put out is always going
to be in stone. There will always be reasons
why we should inprove it and we will inprove it,

but I think in this case particularly, we should
start to inprove it right away, and | woul d hope
that the Governor and the | eadership being
cogni zant of that would try and do that before
this session concl udes.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Sal and.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG:  Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Madam Presi dent, ny col | eagues,
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we have on the floor now, as Senator Goodman
rightly pointed out, one of the nost inportant
pi eces of legislation that we will deal with in
this session, and it's a tragedy in itself that
we have to deal legislatively with matters of
famly as relates to the care of children
Children who are defenseless, can't take care of
t hensel ves, can't provide for thenselves, | ook
to their parents, to their guardians for
protection, for direction, for advice, and when
young peopl e are abused physically, enotionally,
nmentally, there isn't anything nore tragic in
our society.

Senat or Goodman has been in a
| eadership position on this issue for years, and
that is a matter of record. Senator Sal and has
had a vital interest in what has gone on, as so
many of the others in this chanber. W have
shown in this chanber a concern for young people
who can't | ook after thenselves. Megan's Law,
| ed by Senator Dean Skelos, that is now | aw
| ooks to protect the interests of young peopl e

in this state.
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So I rise and ask ny col | eagues
to be supportive and recogni ze the necessity of
having to put into existence this law. Confi
shoul d never mask accountability when you're
dealing with victins and potential victins,
especi ally when they are underaged, young peopl e
who cannot | ook after thenselves. W have a
special responsibility to protect those who
cannot protect thenselves. This is well
drafted, protects the innocent and it also has a
degree of protection for those people that m ght
be fal sely accused.

So | want to thank everyone that
has a part in getting this legislation to the
floor. | want to thank ny coll eagues for their
support for this inportant piece of |egislation.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Bruno.

Senat or Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER:  Madam
President, it's a tragedy that it took Elisa's

death to bring a bill which deals with the issue
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of confidentiality and renoves confidentiality
where it should not be and where it only keeps
us fromprotecting the interest of a child, but
it would be a greater tragedy if we thought that
by this bill we have dealt with the issue of
child abuse, and | nust say, Senator Bruno says
this is one of the nost inportant pieces of

| egislation that's going to be done this
session. |If that's the case, we're obviously
not going to do very much on child abuse or
anyt hi ng el se.

Senat or Goodman, | certainly want
to cormend you for your effort. You didn't wait
for Elisa's death to put in this bill. | know
that for years you have been trying to deal with
the issue of confidentiality, and as it existed
-- as it exists right now, unless we act as
obviously we're going to act, it certainly
prevented us fromtaking steps that could save
children, and you saw that years ago and you' ve
tried to pass this and, as | said, it took
Elisa's death to gal vani ze the Legislature into

action, but | do differ with you when you say
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this is one of the nost significant bills in all
the years that you' ve served here because you' ve
served here nany years as | have, and with al
due respect, | don't think that we should be
caught up in the hype over this bill and see it
as a universal solvent or solution to child
abuse. It happens to be a relatively smal

step, sonething that we need to do, nust be
done, but there are other things -- and you
nmenti oned some of them-- which, frankly, are
much nore inportant. Most inportant from ny
viewpoint is to fund the system of protective
services, as Senator Connor stated it so well
when he said, you know, the Governor who
expressed all of his outrage at how could
Elisa's death have occurred, but his budget
sought to cut protective services |ast year by
158 mllion. The Legislature restored some of
it, but if you don't have adequate resources to
deal in this difficult area, if you don't have
the case workers, if you don't have case workers
who are paid a decent salary, if you don't have

case workers who are trained, you will not be
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able to effectively try to prevent child abuse,
and | woul d hope that we don't appl aud

oursel ves, conplinment each other, "Oh, what a
wonder ful thing we've done on child abuse", but
recogni ze that it is the first step in a journey
that we have to take, and | would hope that by
voting for this bill, as | certainly intend to
vote for it, that we also make a comitnent to
doi ng those things which are so inportant. Many
of them were pointed out in the report of the
State I nvestigation Conm ssion.

One of themwhich I feel very
strongly about because | have been trying to get
the attention of the Legislature on it for sone
two years is the need to have standards for
child abuse workers, to have standards, to have
training, to have a test. R ght now, there are
al nrost no qualifications. The child abuse case
wor kers who have to make the nost difficult
deci sions inmagi nable, nore difficult than
deci si ons whi ch nenbers of the Court of Appeals
of the U S. Suprenme Court make. Wen is a child

-- when is it in achild s interest to renove
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that child fromthe honme? How woul d anybody
here |i ke to nmake that decision; and yet we send
peopl e out to make these decisions. They're
overworked. They have many, nany cases. They
don't have the training. They don't have the
supervi sion. They don't have the support. |
believe if | recollect properly in Elisa' s case
at one point where it was brought to the
attention of the child -- the case worker
dealing with that particular case that there was
i ndi cati on of abuse, she said, "Wll, |I've got
30 other cases. | have energencies. | can't
get to this one."

Now, if we allow that condition
to exist, then we just cannot hide behind this
bill and say, "W have taken care of child
abuse. We've passed the nost inportant bill of
the legislation. W' ve passed the nost
significant bill." No, we haven't. W' ve done
sonmet hing that needed to be done, and I want to
say, | think that in a certain sense, we're
rushing to do this because | think Senator

Sal and nade sone very persuasive argument how
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you can have a bill that renoves confidentiality
where it should not exist and at the sane tine,
provi de protection follow ng also the reconmen
dation of the State Investigation Conm ssion
that you have three categories. |'msorry, that
is not in the bill.

So I would just urge all of us,
again that we nake the conmtnent to do nuch
nore than pass this bill, needed as it is, and
that we realize that we have a |long way to go
before we as legislators fulfill our obligation
to abused children in this state.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Leichter.

Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Madam
President, will the sponsor yield to a couple
guestions?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Goodnan.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: M. Chai r man,
inreviewing this bill, 1'd like to just dea
with a couple concepts because | share Senator

Sal and' s concern about the speed with which this
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bill has been produced. | know this is an issue
t hat you have been working on for sonme tine but
nonet hel ess, this is going to becone the |aw of
our state. W're giving these instructions to
child protective workers around the state and
the directors of child services in our counties,
and | just have a coupl e questions about the
drafting of the bill.

Let ne call your attention to
page 10, the section that deals with the term
"legally sealing the records". For a |awer
sealing records is a termof art that involves a
court taking jurisdiction over the records and
sealing them subject to a petition from sonmeone
upon notice to the parties involved in the
sealing prior to the unsealing of the records.

This statute refers, on page 10
inline 8 to "legally sealing the records"
Coul d you tell me what that nmeans?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Goodman.

SENATOR GOCDMAN:  Senat or, that
term was devel oped by Governor's counsel and by

others -- other |awers who were working on
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this. Not being an attorney, |I'minforned that,
i ke nost |awyers, there are about nine
different ways to skin this cat, and that this
is, therefore, a conplex term but let's just
let alittle commbn sense into an open w ndow.
What it neans is -

SENATOR DOLLINGER O K. | think
it's inmportant that you put that commobn sense on
the record, because sone day someone may say
whi ch of those nine opinions were we relying on
when we put this statute on the books, and it
woul d be nice to be able to say opi nion nunber
4, opinion nunber 5, so that's why | asked you
the question, Senator, to elucidate that fact.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Goodman.

SENATOR GOCDMAN: It was first
brought to ny attention by the Investigations
Commi ssioner of the city of New York and by the
district attorney of Suffolk County indicating
that this would reflect the conventiona
practice of a court to place under its custody,
i f you please, records in such fashion that they

coul d not be accessed by anybody ot her than

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

901

t hose approved by the court pursuant to an
action of the court, so that | think the
intention here as | presune it's reflected in
this word of art is that these records are not
to be nade avail able prom scuously. They are
not to be made avail abl e by sonme superficia
request of an unauthorized person but rather, by
a petition to a court to release the information
if it's required. 1In short, they are under
heavy protection and will not be | eaked to the
press or anybody el se in the normal course of
busi ness.

THE PRESI DENT:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Agai n t hrough
you, Madam President, if the Senator wll
continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Goodnan.

SENATOR GOCDMAN:  Yes, | will.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  That rai ses
an interesting issue. In comon practice for
the sealing of the records in a court, prior to

the unsealing of the records, all the parties
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interested in the records would be given notice
and an opportunity to be heard, those building

bl ocks of due process prior to the unsealing of
the records.

Is it your intention that both
the child and their famly, as well as the
person who's accused of abuse or negl ect woul d
be given notice prior -- and an opportunity to
be heard before the Conm ssioner of Socia
Services prior to the rel ease of these records?

SENATOR GOODVAN:  No, it is not.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  So t hey
woul dn't be legally sealed then in the sense of
havi ng an opportunity to be told that they're
goi ng to be unsealed and to have an opportunity
to question their unsealing.

SENATOR GOODVAN: | think that to
have the individual who is under -- under
exam nation for having inflicted abuse be in a
position to block the rel ease of the record
woul d be mani festly absurd.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Agai n t hrough

you, Madam Presi dent.
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THE PRESI DENT: Yes, Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DOLLINGER  But isn't it
a fact that the person who woul d be seeking to
prevent their rel ease woul d have been -- woul d
have been an unfounded determ nation, that it
was an unfounded al | egati on of abuse?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Goodnan.

SENATOR GOODVAN: It might or it
m ght not dependi ng on the circunmstances of the
case, but | think what we are attenpting to do

-- let nme just be sure we place this in proper

context. What we're tal king about is the
potential death of a child. W are taking in
this instance certain steps which I think
Senat or Sal and has properly described as
reaching a point of concern which was part of
t he di scussion of this entire bill which I
incidentally, shared very profoundly, to be
quite certain that we are being first and
forenost protective of the life of a child, and
if the two pans of the scale weigh in such

fashion that there is a risk that the child's
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life may be lost in order to protect the civil
i bertarian extreme viewpoint, we'll take the
risk in order to protect the child.

There may be a probl em here, and
that's why Senator Sal and's suggestion is a
nmeritorious one, that we study closely the
application of this |aw

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Agai n,

t hrough you, Madam Chai r wonan.

THE PRESI DENT:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  What |I'm
sinmply trying to highlight is the point nade |
bel i eve by Senat or Sal and and Senator Leichter
that, if you had a third category of the
suspected child abuse, | believe that you -- you
coul d perhaps, under those circunmstances, not
provi de due process, but certainly sonmeone who's
had an unfounded al |l egati on of the abuse or
negl ect because ny understandi ng, and perhaps
correct me if I"'mwong, that this applies to
bot h al |l egati ons of abuse and neglect; is that

correct?
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SENATOR GOCDMAN:  That's correct.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  So you coul d
have soneone who had an unfounded all egati on of
negl ect and yet, when the records are unseal ed,
t he person who is accused of that unfounded -
whi ch neans it was investigated and they found
no evidence of it, no credible evidence of it -
woul d not have an opportunity to be heard prior
to the unsealing of the records and the transfer
to the Conmm ssioner of Social Services for
distribution to the public; isn't that correct?

SENATOR GOODMAN:  Sir, |
understand what you're driving at, but let ne
repeat the exanple that | gave where you have a
cunul ative situation where an individua
i nnocuous event is renoved fromthe record and
then that event recurs. You have no frane of
reference and no capacity to go back to see, has
there been a pattern in this matter. 1It's the
notion of curul ative prospect that there is
abuse occurring which can not be revealed in a
single record, and that's why it's so inperative

that we retain these things under the protective
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custody of a court so that they do not |eak out
and so that they cannot be prom scuously abused
by a divorce attorney seeking to blacken the
reputation of one or the other of the parents,
and keep in mnd that these are all matters that
i nvol ve unfounded reports, but when taken
together they give the right to the investigator
to say, This is not sonething which should be

di sm ssed out of hand but rather something which
requires an investigation.

It does not automatically indict
or suggest that there has been either
crimnality or inproper behavior, but it gives
the right to investigate and to nmake a deeper
exam nation of the attendant facts. That's what
this is all about. It triggers a second | ook
beneath the outer crust of a seemingly series -
i nnocuous series of circunstances so we can get
to the heart of the matter and |let trained
wor kers, investigators, determ ne whether in
fact there's a problem

They go into the hone. They can

sense quickly or after a careful exam nation
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whet her there are circunstances in which the
parents are neglectful of the children. There
may be various indications that there is drug
abuse in the home. There could be whole

conj uries of sociological pathol ogy going on
whi ch can only be observed with an exam nati on.

W' ve got to be able to unlock
that outer lock in order to get to the inner
situation and protect the child.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: | couldn't
agree with you nore, Senator. |I'msinply trying
-- if the Senator will continue to yield to a
question -- I'msinply trying to find out what
the term"legally seal ed” neans so we can find

out to whomthis -- these docunents will be
transferred.

Let ne ask you a couple nore
qguestions that m ght elucidate ny concern. On
line nunber 12, it says that "*** such unfounded
reports may be unseal ed and nmade available to a
| ocal child protective service or a state agency
i nvestigating a subsequent report of suspected

abuse. "
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Are district attorneys' offices
i ncluded within the scope of parties to whom
di scl osure woul d be nade?

SENATOR GOODVAN:  Part of the
bill?

SENATOR DCLLI NGER:  Page 10.

SENATOR GOODMVAN:  Page 10, |ine
12.

SENATOR DOLLINGER This is in
the section that deals with |legally sealing the
records.

SENATOR GOODVAN:  Just a second,
Senator. I'll try to get you as good a | ega
response as | can.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  That's fine.

SENATOR GOODMAN: | refer you to
lines 14 and what follows, 14, 15, 16, 17. It
states, the conmmissioner -- the division -- here
we go.

"Such unfounded reports may only
be unseal ed and nade available to a | ocal child
protective service or to the Departnent, the

Commi ssion on Quality of Care for the Mentally
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Di sabl ed, Division for Youth or the Departnent
of Mental Hygi ene when investigating a
subsequent report of suspected abuse or nal
treatment involving a child naned in the
unf ounded report."

So the answer is no, the district
attorney is not included in this.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: O K

THE PRESI DENT:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER  Wul d the
Senat or continue to yield.

SENATOR GOODMAN:  Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Goodnan.

SENATOR DOLLINGER | note that
parents and fam |y menbers are al so not included
within the scope of perm ssible disclosure. Wy
is that?

SENATOR GOODVAN:  Why shoul d t hey
be?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Wl |, perhaps
the father would like to find out if there were

an al |l egati on nade agai nst the nother that was
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determ ned to be unfounded. Should a father
have a right to disclosure of the report so that
the father could be nore vigilant in his
observation of the child if he suspects this
abuse?

SENATOR GOCDMVAN: Wl |, that
sounds good, but suppose the father is having a
knock-down drag-out battle with the nother over
custody or the matters pertaining to their
di vorce and seeks to use this as a lever to
obtain his demands agai nst the nother. W
certainly don't want to give himthat weapon, do
we?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Wel |, but
agai n through you, Madam President, don't you
think the parent of a child should have access
to a report and a conclusion that government
knows that there's an unfounded all egation of
child abuse against his child? Shouldn't a
parent have access to that report as well?

SENATOR GOCDMAN:  Madam
President, we have deliberately circunscribed

this so that the only peopl e who have the access
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are the nanes | just read to you, nanely, the
prof essi onal s who are charged with the objective
capacity to investigate the circunstances. W
are not including within this circle a whole
range of others, including the parents, for the
reason | just nentioned.

THE PRESI DENT:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: But again
t hrough you, Madam President, if there's no
evi dence of it being used for custody purposes
and no evidence it will be used adversely by a
parent, should government have information about
the custody -- welfare of a child that a parent
can't get?

SENATOR GOCDMAN: | think I've
answered it to the best of ny ability, Senator.
I"'mnot sure | can give you further elucidation
on your problem

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: O K. One
ot her question on this section, M. Chairman, if
he will continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Goodnan.
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SENATOR DOLLINGER  And | am
wor ki ng off an earlier print, Senator, and
perhaps you can clarify it for ne. Does this
still contain the | anguage that says that the
report that's -- what happens is the records are
unseal ed. An investigation is conducted. As |
understand it, the prior draft said that the
concl usi on cannot be based solely on the prior
report.

Is that | anguage included in the
final print?

SENATOR GOCDMAN: It is.

SENATOR DOLLINGER If it can't
solely be -

SENATOR GOCDMAN:  Lines 20
through 22, 1'm advi sed, contain the answer to
your questi on.

SENATOR DOLLINGER O K. If it
can't be solely based on that, can it be partly
based on an unfounded concl usi on?

SENATOR GOODVAN:  Can what be
partly based?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Can the
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concl usi on of the investigation conducted -
Renmenber, as | understand this, there's a
conplaint that's determ ned to be unfounded.
It's sealed. There's a subsequent conpl aint.
It is -- the records of the first unfounded
concl usi on are then unsealed. There's an
i nvestigation that includes a review of the
unseal ed material and the new material, and then
a concl usi on drawn agai n.

I"'mtrying to find out, can the
second concl usi on be based partly upon the
unf ounded allegation in the first instance?

SENATOR GOODMAN:  Ch,
absol utely.

What |'ve spoken of is the
pattern. The pattern involves a series of
i ndi vi dual concl usions, each of which appears on
its face to be innocuous, but when taken
collectively indicate a clear pattern and
something that's quite suspect.

If your child is found to have a
bruise on its cheek which you say occurred as a

result of its colliding in his -- turning over
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in his crib and hitting the slats in the crib,
one time, that means nothing. Twice it's an
eyebrow raiser; three times it's a red flag and
four times it's an energency siren.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: O K.

SENATOR GOODVAN:  Obvi ousl y each
one, in and of itself, is innocuous but if you
don't know that the other ones exist, you have
no sense that there's sonethi ng wong here.
There's snmoke and there's fire.

SENATOR DCLLINGER: O K It can
be partly based then on the prior, even though
it was found to be unfounded.

SENATOR GOODMAN:  Absol utely.
That's the whol e nuscl e of the provision.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER O K. Agai n,
if I could just continue, Madam President -

THE PRESI DENT:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DOLLINGER -- wth
anot her section just to nmake sure | understand
it.

SENATOR GOODVAN:  Is this -- are
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you still asking ne to yield, Senator?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Yes, if you
woul d, M. Chai rnman.

SENATOR GOCDMAN:  Yes, | will.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Coul d we turn
to Section 12 of the bill, page 13, Section 422
(a), where it tal ks about the disclosure by
Human Servi ces Conmi ssi oner.

SENATOR GOCDIVAN: Pl ease, what

l'i nes?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: The lines 29
through 33. It tal ks about the Comm ssi oner
maki ng -- of Social Services in each county

maki ng a determ nation that the rel ease of the
di scl osure of the information "shall not be
contrary to the best interests of the child."

My question is, in many of our
statutes, we use the "best interests of the
child" test. Wy was it phrased in that fashion
that it's not "contrary to the best interests of
the child?" Wy didn't the statute sinply say
that it's determined that it's in the best

interests of the child to do it? Wy did you
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use the negative?

SENATOR GOODVAN: I n ot her words,
why did | use the doubl e negative instead of the
positive?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Wiy did you
use the doubl e negative instead of the
positive?

SENATOR GOCDMVAN: Wy did |
reverse the zypher instead of inverting the
ipsit? Senator, it says the sane thing whether
it's got a double negative or a single positive.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  So you don't
intend to deviate fromthat |ine of case |aw
that tal ks about these determ nations being in
the best interests of the child?

SENATOR GOODVAN: | hope we wil |
not engage in any deviant behavior in regard to
this bill, Senator.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER O K. Agai n,
t hrough you, Madam President, if the chairmn
will continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Dol li nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: What is the
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parents' role in that disclosure? It's not

di scussed in that portion of the bill. There's
no role for the parents in determning the best
interests of the child in the disclosure in the
bill, is there?

SENATOR GOCDMAN: | think the
best interest of the child is inexorably bound
up with its relationship to the parent.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Agai n,

t hrough you, Madam President. |s there anything
in this statute -

SENATOR GOODMAN: Try lines 32 and
33.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: 32 and 33?

SENATOR GOODMAN: It says such
di scl osure shall not be contrary to the best
interests of the child, the child' s siblings and
other children in the household when any one of
the following factors are present, and it
enuner at es sane.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Again | -
agai n through you, Madam President, if the

chairman will continue to yield.
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Is there anything in this statute
t hat -

SENATOR GOODVAN:  Excuse ne, if |
may, just to conplete ny answer: Page 14, sub
5, line 35, in determning -- well, you can read
it for yourself.

SENATOR DOLLINGER: | -- again
t hrough you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT:  Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DOLLINGER If the
chairman will continue to yield.

SENATOR GOODMAN:  Yes.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  The reason
why | asked that question, Senator, is there
anything in this bill that gives a parent notice
of the fact that disclosure is going to be -
occur, and an opportunity to be heard prior to
havi ng the Conm ssi oner of Social Services
determine what's in the best interest of their
children?

SENATOR GOODMAN:  No.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  So a parent
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woul dn't even necessarily get the opportunity to
be heard prior to the Conm ssioner of Socia
Services determning that this is in the best
interest of their child and their famly and
everybody else in their famly?

SENATOR GOODVAN:  May | just
refer you back to the broad circunstances of
what we're tal king about. Let's not |ose track
of this by getting into too close a flyspeck.

What is happening is that there
is a reason to suppose from cumul ati ve evi dence
that there is a problem The investigator goes
into the hone. At that point the investigator

-- if the investigator has any conpetence at

all -- will obviously speak to the parent or
parents who are present in the honme, so that the
parent or parents have every opportunity to
indicate to the investigator the attendant

ci rcunst ances.

I think that we've got to just be
sure that our commopn sense conpass is not de
magneti zed as we discuss this. There is a

purpose that is clearly discernible in the bil
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which is to say that when you have cunul ative
evi dence of a problemthat is not tantanmount to
a conviction. It is sinply a trigger which
permts a proper and, hopefully, objective and
prof essi onal investigation of the facts, all of
whi ch are now adduced by an alert investigator,
we hope, who goes into the home or wherever the
child is and tries to find out what's cooki ng.
SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Agai n,
t hrough you, Madam President, if the chairmn
will continue to yield.
THE PRESI DENT: Senator Dol li nger.
SENATOR DOLLINGER: | agree with
that, Senator, but this section of the bil
doesn't deal with the investigation. This deals
wi th disclosure by the Commi ssioner of Socia
Services. He's already done the job that you
di scussed which is to go out and find out al
the material that he can and, if he concl udes
that there's abuse or neglect, he has, under our
current statute, all kinds of renmedies that he
can pursue.

This section of the law, 422 (a),
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deal s with disclosure by himof public
information. M question is, is there anything
in this statute that gives a parent the right to
go into state Suprene Court and say, Disclosure
of this is not in the best interests of ny
famly? Wether it's right or wong; they may
be the perpetrator of this violence, |

acknow edge that, but they also sinply may be
the parent for whom a teacher has abused a child
or a physician has abused a child or an ol der
child has abused their child, and ny question
is, does a parent have a right to go in and ask
the courts not to disclose the information
because the parent believes it not in the best
interest of the child, the famly or his
siblings or its siblings.

SENATOR GOODVAN: It would be ny
judgnment that the parent should not have that
right at that point. The parent is in a
situation where the parent will have been seen
and spoken to by the investigator, and the facts
of the case, all that seemto be relevant, wll

have been gone into hopefully in excruciating
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detail and, if there is a reason why the child's
interest or the parents' interest is negatively
i npacted by this, that will come out in the
di scussion with the investigator.
| think what you're trying to do
here is to really take us back in tine into the
ci rcunst ances which nmade it possible for the
death of Elisa lzqgierdo to occur, by in effect
making it inpossible for us to get a clear
under st andi ng of what goes on in these cases.
SENATOR DCLLI NGER:  But -
SENATOR GOODVAN:  This tries to,
| think you're inadvertently, not with intent,
cl anpi ng down a veil once again, which is the
very purpose that the bill seeks to avoid.
SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Agai n,
Senator, with all due respect, | think what |I'm
trying to focus on is sinply the disclosure
opportunity and to suggest that the disclosure
by the Conm ssioner of Public Services -- of
Soci al Services, after the investigation is
conducted -- | agree with you that we need

unf ounded al l egations; | agree with the concept
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of legally unsealing them although I'm stil
not quite sure what that nmeans. |'m suggesting
that this section which deals with the right of
t he Conmi ssioner of Social Service to give
public information about allegations of abuse
and neglect, that at no point inthis bill is
there any provision for a parent to stand up and
say, "I don't want the Conm ssioner of Socia
Services in Monroe County to decide what's in
the best interest of nmy family w thout hearing
fromne."

Don't you think parents shoul d
have that right?

SENATOR GOCDMAN:  That's not the
i ssue. The issue is not whether they should be
heard from but whether as you've just inquired
in this particular question whether they should
have the right to nuzzle the Social Service
Conmi ssi oner before he rel eases the information
to the interested public.

In my judgnent, it's a matter of
personal opinion, and the answer is no.

SENATOR DOLLINGER: I -- | guess
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| -- that's an area where | strongly disagree
that the Conm ssioner of Social Services should
be deciding what's in the best interest of ny
famly w thout hearing, at |east having the
obligation to hear from ne.

SENATOR GOODVAN:  Senator, the
beauty of our system -- Madam President, the
beauty of our systemis that each Senator has a
right to draw his own conclusions in these
matters.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Just one
final question on the disclosure issue, and
again | was working off an earlier draft. |
want to nake sure |'mup to date on this. The
Section 7 that deals with the -

SENATOR GOODMAN:  Page, pl ease,
and |i ne.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Page 14, that
deals with the disclosure of nmedical information
regarding a child's psychiatric information.

SENATOR GOODVAN:  What |ine are
you on, Senator, if you please?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Line 48, page
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14, line 48 through 55. This is the section
t hat says, even though we're allowing themto
rel ease informati on about the investigation, we
are nonetheless not telling themthat they can
rel ease other private information about the
child, their medical records, their therapy
records, their mental health records. Yet
nowhere in there -- well, it does say that they
have to consult with the city or county -
soci al services conm ssioner has to consult with
the local nental hygiene director, but nowhere
in there does it suggest that they have to
consult with the parents. |If doesn't contain -
there's nothing that says that it's the parents
authority to control the rel ease of that
i nformati on.
SENATOR GOCDMAN:  That's correct.
SENATOR DOLLINGER O K. So the
parents don't get to be heard on that issue
ei t her.
SENATOR GOCDMAN:  That's correct.
SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Madam

Chai rman. Thank you very rmuch, M. Chairmn.
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SENATOR GOODMVAN:  Thank you,

Senat or .

SENATOR DOLLINGER  I"Il just
address the bill if | could, for a mnute, and
then 1"l sit down.

|'ve asked these questions
because | believe | guess, as Senator Sal and
does, that this bill was hastily drafted.
think it needs a great deal of attention to nake
sure that we bal ance the need of governnent, and
I couldn't agree with Senator Goodman nore that
we need government to protect our children, but
we've got to realize the parents are a part of
that systemand, if a -- maybe if this bill were
witten and said, if the parent is the person
agai nst whom abuse or neglect is alleged, then
you don't need the approval of a parent to
unseal the records or you don't need to hear
fromthat parent before the records are
unseal ed, or you don't need to hear fromthat
parent before you rel ease their medical records,
or you don't need to hear fromthat parent

before this Conm ssioner of Social Services
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decides that it's in the best interest of the
famly that the records be disclosed. That type
of protection for parents is mssing fromthis
bill.

| believe it was hastily drafted
and sonmeone didn't think of even including a
parent as a possi bl e deci si on-maker because
of tenti nes abuse and neglect will not be as the
result of a parent. It could be the result of a
teacher or a friend or a famly friend or the
nei ghbor next door and this statute doesn't
provide for a parent to be -- to have any role
i n maki ng that process.

| think this bill -- I'"mstil
going to vote in favor of it. | still think it
noves in the right direction, but it needs
work. | wish it had gone as far to include the
State Investigations Comm ssion, all of their
recomendati ons, so that we broaden the
protections, and | have another tragedy that I
want to just briefly touch on.

| believe that the greatest

tragedy we could do this year, the greatest

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

928

tragedy that this Legislature could do this
year, to take our famlies in this state that
are under stress and stress them sone nore.

Take away their health care, cut their AFDC
benefits by 25 percent, and you know what? They
won't be seen by doctors who will see patterns
of child abuse. They may not show up in school
and be seen by teachers who will detect patterns
of child abuse. They may not be seen by case
wor kers who will be able to | ook at them and see
whet her they're victins of abuse or not. |
think that the issue is, are we commtting a
tragedy by cutting our support for famlies in
this state? That would be a far greater tragedy
t han anyt hing el se we coul d do.

Soneti mes we have to put our
noney where our nouth is. |If our nouth says
we're here to protect children, let's put our
noney there too.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hobl ock.

SENATOR HOBLOCK: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

I, too, want to add ny congrat
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ul ations to Senator CGoodman and sone of the
others that worked on this |egislation, and |
think as we're hearing and as we hear on severa
pi eces of legislation that cone before this
house, nothing is perfect and while this may not
be the perfect solution, but I think it goes
beyond just a step in the right direction and,
no, I don't think it was put together hastily.
| think the problemthat we're
tal king about in ternms of this legislation is
the creation of the balance that's necessary,
t he bal ance between the saf eguards of privacy
and the interests of our children, and how do
you reach that bal ance; and |I'm not sure that
there is a perfect answer; and | think one thing
that has to occur with this |legislation and I
t hi nk others have nmentioned it, | don't think we
ought to forget the issue after this afternoon.
This legislation and this issue
has got to be revisited and it's got to be
| ooked at and there's got to be accountability
of the agencies that are going to be involved in

all aspects of this |egislation.
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In this 20-plus years that |'ve
practiced various aspects of matrinonial |aw,
when you're in the height of litigation, when
you' re arguing divorce, child custody, support
and all those type issues, the enotion takes
over. It's not the head that's controlling.
It's the heart, and there's lots of things that
are said, lots of actions that are taken that
are not intended at the tinme they are, and the
consequences are lived with by the parties
thereafter and, unfortunately, in nost of those
cases, nost of those cases, it's the children,
it's the kids that are used as the wedge.
They're the bartering. They're the ones that
are thrown in the mddle and tugged back and
forth, and ny concern in trying to bring about
accountability with this |egislation and havi ng
this body reviewit, whether it be six nonths
fromnow or whatever period, is that we do not
al | ow anybody to take advantage and abuse what
it is w're trying to acconplish, and what we're
trying to acconplish with this legislation is

protection of our kids and protection of those
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that are going to be used in the m ddl e of that
argument and be torn back and forth.

It's unfortunate that we even
have to deal with this issue in having
government step in when parents can't do what
they' re supposed to do or parents are
i rresponsi bl e or parents have got problens and
they take it out on their kids, and we have a
responsi bility of protecting them and this is
the way we do it.

But 1'm al so concerned that it
not be used as that tool and that's why we need
to revisit and that's why we need to go forward
fromtoday and not forget this as being the
sol ution and wal k away and think that we've al
done the right thing because 1'd like to see
what's going to happen in six nonths from now
and see whether in those isolated cases it's
t aken advantage of, and maybe we're going to
have to make sonme changes, but | think it is
nore than one step in the right direction and
agai n, Senat or Goodman, | congratul ate you on

bringing this forth, and I'"m proud to be a
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co-sponsor with you.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Hobl ock.

Senat or Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Just very briefly, I, too, want
to conplinment Senator Goodnman. | know he's been

wor king on this issue for a very long tinme, as

wel | as Senator Saland, and | -- | am happy that
some of the critical aspects of how we -- how we
are able to -- to investigate the whole issue of

chil d abuse have been addressed.

| am al so happy to know t hat
since Elisa was in school in an early chil dhood
programin ny district at the Brooklyn YWCA, and
her famly was being -- was being seen or at
| east part of her fam |y was being seen by
anot her agency also in ny district, and when
invited those, along with other groups who serve
children and famlies, to attend a neeting to

di scuss what just -- what their experiences have
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been and how they have tried to address this

i ssue and what they felt about this case and the
possi bl e | egi slative approach to it, one of the
things -- a glaring om ssion was that the system
is not set up so that their work with that
famly, between the two agencies or three
agenci es or however many agenci es were invol ved
with them were not talking to each other

There was not the kind of coordination which
allows themto create a network or build
essentially a pool of services around that
famly so that they could nore adequately assi st
them so that this child fell through the
cracks.

However -- and the bill -- this
bill does try to address that issue. However, |
just want to rem nd ny col |l eagues as ot her -
ot hers of us who have spoken today have already
rem nded us -- each other and oursel ves, that
what happened to Elisa is only synptomatic of a
ki nd of dysfunctionality of a famly, and |
thi nk that when, you know, all of us believe

very strongly in famly val ues and supporting
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famlies, so we still have a very inportant
aspect of supporting famlies and strengthening
famlies and dealing with this kind of
dysfunctionality that will cone before us

bet ween now and, hopefully, June and that is our
state budget, and as several coll eagues have

al ready alluded to, we have a budget com ng
before us that proposes to cut the basic grants,
to cut health services, to -- to elimnate a
very inportant piece of school-based health and
that is nental health services for children in
school -based clinics. W have our school -based
health clinic programcut. W have really
essentially, when we | ook at the budget that is
bei ng proposed that will be presented to us,

t hat budget undernines the basic strength and
the ability of famlies to exist, to be whole,
and to not be dysfunctional and, in addition to
that, there is a proposal to cut them off

al together after a certain point and we have not
created jobs to conpensate for the fact that we
intend to renove all sources of any kind of

incone to famlies, to a certain nunber of
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famlies in the state, and these are the
famlies that are going to abuse their children;
and so what we are able to do, what we can have
a consensus on, is that we create an opportunity
to make themcrimnals, to crimnalize the
process w thout doing what is necessary to
prevent it. W're crimnalizing famlies, and
we're crimnalizing social workers and al

peopl e in between, through the process.

So obviously if soneone kills a
child, it is a crimnal act and we have to treat
it as such, so I'mnot saying that, but |I am
saying that we are not at the sane tine making
it possible to, in fact, prevent this kind of
pat hol ogy and breakdown in fanmlies so that nore
and nore children are abused. So, yes, we're
going to have nore cases |ike this.

At | east Senator Goodman's bil
will take care of those that are going to be
continuing to cone downstream but Senator
Goodman and Senat or Sal and and Senat or Bruno and
all of those in the | eadership and the power

positions, | want to tell you that we've got to
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do nore than this, because if we don't do what
IS necessary to protect and to support famlies,
we're not swinmmng upstreamat all. W're not
addressing the problem W're just addressing
the synptom of a far deeper problem

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Mont gonery.

Senat or Oppenhei ner.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER: |, too,
want to congratul ate Senator Goodman and the
wor k that Senator Sal and has done, but | do want
to pick up on something that Senator Montgonery
has nmenti oned and has been nentioned by others.

W are seeing in our state nore
fam|lies becom ng dysfunctional, and they're
becom ng -- they're becom ng dysfunctional for a
nunber of reasons, many of which are no fault of
their owmn. We are seeing a large reduction in
t he nunber of famlies, where one or both
parents are now unenpl oyed, havi ng been enpl oyed
in sone instances for nany, nmany years and they

now find thenmsel ves one year, two years into
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unenpl oynment finding it al nost inpossible to
find the jobs that were taken fromthem due to
down-si zi ng of nobst of our nmjor corporations,
not only in New York and certainly nore
specifically in Westchester, but really through
much of the country.

These people, not only these
peopl e but the many people that in the past -
this is a newer problem but people that in the
past have had serious pathol ogi es that were
mentioned earlier, need the assistance of our
mental health clinics, need the assistance of
our school clinics for their children, need the
assistance of the famly clinics in nmany of our
| ess affluent or poorer nei ghborhoods, need the
hel p that conmes fromthe special education for a
child that is either very disruptive or has sone
physi cal disability. These are the very
services that are being cut back, and the case
wor kers are being cut back, the social workers
are being cut back, the very supports that
famlies need to stay together and to be

functioning in our econony and in our society,
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and | agree with the sinple statenment that was
made by Senator Dol linger that, if we are going
to tal k about how we care for children and how
we care for famlies, | think this state has to
take anot her | ook at this budget because it
certainly says to ne, we don't seemto care at
all about our famlies.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Wi ght.

SENATOR WRI GHT: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent.

I, too, rise to join ny
col | eagues and wi sh to conmend Senat or Goodman
and congratulate himon this, and it's for the
reason that's reflected in the bill that |'ve
co-sponsored the bill; but 1've also inny life
had t he experience that one of ny coll eagues
referred to, and that is to serve as a child
protective worker. They're not easy deci sions
to make. It's not a sinple choice being
i ndi cated and unfounded. In fact, they're very
difficult decisions that one has to make when

they're out there frequently just in the hone,
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in the field and just naking decisions that are
going to inpact children and their famly and
their lives. It's not anything that anyone
takes very lightly, obviously as a young case
wor ker maki ng those kind of choices and those
ki nd of deci sions.

In talking with people who remain
in the field, and ny coll eagues, one of their
concerns remai ns the issue of unfounded reports
bei ng used as retaliatory nmechani sns and, as
several of our coll eagues have pointed out this
afternoon, that unfortunately usually involves a
domestic rel ationshi ps, some of matrinonia
i ssues, and one of ny concerns -- and | would
echo some of the concerns that Senator Sal and
has raised, is that concern about retaliatory
reporting and creating additional burdens,
addi ti onal work | oads upon those individuals
al ready practicing in the child protective
field.

| don't think we want to
intentionally encourage bad reporting sinply

because sonmeone in a dispute wants to create a
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pattern and wants to establish a pattern in a
retaliatory vindictive manner. Now, | raise
those i ssues because | think they're concerns

that need to be considered. They do not detract

fromthe overall objective of this bill, which
i s why, given ny background, |'ve co-sponsored
the bill. | support the bill, and | intend to
vote yes for the bill, but I also want to

acknowl edge Senator Sal and's issues because |
believe they are valid issues, and in terms of
our obligations to deal with the issue, | think
we al so ought to be | ooking at the work | oad and
the obligations that were being placed upon
child protective workers.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT:  Senat or
Mar cel | i no.

SENATOR MARCELLI NGO  Madam
President, | don't wish to prolong this because
| see where we're going, but | think it's
i mportant that the record state very clearly
t hat Senator Goodnan has done a mmj or service

and the people that work with him has done a
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maj or service to the children and the famlies
of the state of New York and the people of the
state of New York and he is and they are to be
congratul ated for it.

I, too, worked in the field for
20 years, a school teacher in the city of New
York, saw the effects of child abuse, saw the
ef fects of dysfunctional fanilies and saw t he
need for hel p and worki ng together between
agenci es whi ch has been sorely | acking, and |
think that is one of the things that Senator
Goodman in his legislation is trying to
addr ess.

| ook forward to working with ny
col | eagues and with Senator Saland, because |'m
aco... I"'mon that conmttee of Children and
Fam |ies, to address sone of the concerns and
many or all of the concerns that have been
rai sed here. | share them

Senator Wight has put it
succinctly. W need to go forward on this
| egislation. [It's nost inportant that it be in

pl ace, and then we can nove and correct whatever
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deficiencies we find in the law as quickly as we
possi bly can.

This is a good bill, and it
deserves passage.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Read the | ast section, please.

THE SECRETARY: Section 22. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll. )

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 56.

THE PRESI DENT: This bill to
protect our children from abuse is passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: Madam Presi dent,
if we could return to notions and resol utions, |
believe there is a resolution at the desk. |
ask the resolution be read in its entirety and
nove for its imredi ate adoption

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senators

Connor, Bruno, and all nenbers of the Senate:
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Legi sl ati ve Resol ution, honoring the nenory and
celebrating the life of the late New York State
Senat or Joseph L. Gali ber.

Wer eas, state Senator Joseph L
Gal i ber, a nmenber of the New York State
Legi slature since his initial election to the
Senate in 1968, passed away at the age of 71 on
Novenber 21, 1995;

The death of Senator Joseph L
Gal i ber, a deeply respected and highly regarded
public servant, |eaves a trenmendous void in the
New York State Senate and in the comunities he
served with such passion and dedication for nore
than 25 years;

At the time of his death, Senator
Joseph L. Galiber was a representative of the
33rd state Senate District, which is conprised
of parts of Bronx County and the city of Mbunt
Vernon in Westchester County;

Senat or Joseph L. Galiber was a
man of strong convictions who believed deeply in
t he val ue of encouragi ng open debate and the

devel opnent of public policy and in felicitating
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t he honest exchange of diverse viewoints;

Senat or Joseph L. Galiber, widely
regarded as a true gentleman, who exenplified
all that is best about public service, was
deeply dedicated to his constituency and to the
bel i ef that governnent can be a positive force
for inmproving people's lives;

Senat or Joseph L. Galiber, who
was al so a practicing attorney, earned a well
deserved reputation throughout his 27 years of
Senate service as a staunch and conpassi onate
chanpi on for the needs of the poor, the
di sabl ed, the elderly, children, and others who
often | east able to advocate on their own
behal f;

Senat or Joseph L. Galiber also
wor ked tirel essly throughout his Senate career
to advance the prom se of equal opportunity and
civil rights for all people, to hel p expand and
i mprove educational opportunities for youth,
particularly in the New York City schools, and
to help inplenent job creation in economc

devel opnent prograns of inportance to all New
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Yor kers;

Senat or Joseph L. Galiber was so
highly conmtted to finding new and nore
ef fective ways of conbatting drug and al coho
abuse, drug-related violence and crine, and to
reform New York State's crimnal justice
pol i ci es;

Senat or Joseph L. Gali ber,

t hroughout his |egislative career, held a
variety of influential positions including his
service as ranking Denocratic nenber of the
Senate Finance Committee, chair of the Senate
Denocratic Task Force on Affirmative Action,
chair of the New York State Black and Puerto
Ri can Caucus, a nenber of the Governor's
Tenporary Conmi ssion to Evaluate the Drug Laws
and as the chair of the Conmm ssion's

Subconmi ttee on Hard Drugs;

Senat or Joseph L. Galiber also
served as a nenber of the CGovernor's Sel ect
Committee on Correctional Services and Prograns,
as a nenber of the Jones Conmi ssion inpanelled

in response to the 1971 Attica State Prison
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uprising, and as the Senate Denocratic
Mnority's appointnment to the Tenporary State
Commi ssion on New York City's School s;

Just prior to his election to the
Senate in 1968, Senator Joseph L. Galiber was
chosen to serve as a delegate to the 1967 state
Constitutional Convention, at which he was
appoi nted Assistant Majority Leader;

Senat or Joseph L. Galiber, as
both a | awyer and | egi sl ator, worked just as
hard in his district as he did in Al bany and
al ways hel d the needs and concerns of the
constituency uppernost, whether that neant
hel ping to | ead a conmunity fight against a
proposed nedi cal waste incinerator or providing
aid and cheer to disadvantaged chil dren during
t he holiday season;

Senat or Joseph L. Galiber, a New
York City native, graduated fromlocal city
schools and rose to great heights of athletic
fame as a nmenber of the City College of New York
Varsity LaCrosse and Basketball teans and as

co-captain of the cel ebrated 1949-50
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"Cinderella" teamthat won the NIT and the NCAA
basket bal | chanpi onshi ps;

Prior to attending the Coll ege of
the City of New York, Senator Joseph L. Gli ber,
a Wrld War Il veteran, served his country in
the United States Arny fromJuly 1943 to
Decenber 1945, rising to the position of staff
sergeant in the fanous "Redbal | Express" under
the conmand of General George S. Patton;

Anmong ot her endeavors, Senator
Joseph L. Galiber worked 14 years with troubl ed
Bronx youth, helping themto aspire to a
brighter future in his capacity as a senior case
wor ker, and assistant to the director of the
Youth Council Bureau affiliated with the office
of the Bronx District Attorney;

Senat or Joseph L. Galiber will be
deeply m ssed, both in the New York State
Legi slature and in his community, by his
col | eagues and his many friends and especially
his loving famly.

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED

that this legislative body pause in its
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del i berations to honor the nenory of Senator
Joseph L. Galiber and to extend its deepest
synpathies to his father and nother, Joseph and
Et hel Galiber, his daughter Ruby Wnt and his
two grandchildren, Sierra and Panela Wnt; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a
copy of this resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of the late state
Senat or Joseph L. Gali ber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Senat or Connor .

SENATOR CONNOR: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

In just a few days | shal
conpl ete serving 18 years in this body and
i ndeed when | arrived here those years ago, Joe
Gal i ber was already a | egend to those of us who
were active in Denocratic politics in New York
City. He was soneone we all knew froma variety
of forunms who by then had for quite sone years,
been out spoken, courageous, |ed the charge for
justice, for fairness and for equality in our

soci ety.
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In the time | served here, Joe
was always a friend. He was always a gentl eman
and, in fact, one of the nobst el oquent voices we
had on this floor, particularly on the issues he
cared very, very nmuch about, and he did care
about sone things quite specially.

He cared about questions of
justice and fairness. He cared certainly about
questions of civil rights and opportunity. He
cared very, very much about our youth and their
future. As the resolution testifies, before
Senator Galiber cane to this body, he had gai ned
recognition and fane both as a concerned youth
wor ker, but before that as an athlete of great
prom nence.

That certainly was the high
poi nt, | guess, of New York City college
basketbal | history, that "Ci nderella” team As
we all know, that's not sonething that can
happen again, the NIT and the NCAA in the sane
year by the sanme team and it certainly deserves
to be in the record books and will stay there.

Senator Gl i ber, when | becane
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| eader, he had al ways been supportive of ny

aspirations and I went to visit him He had

taken ill. Indeed he -- | guess he first
suffered his first major illness the day before
we nmet here -- "we" being ny Denocratic
col | eagues -- to select a new | eader, and a

coupl e weeks after that I went to see him He
was out of the hospital. He was in
rehabilitation, and I went for a very, very
speci fic purpose besi des seeing how he was doi ng
and that was, you know, it fell upon nme to
deci de who woul d be the deputy on this side, the
floor |eader, and | know Davi d Paterson knows
this story well

I -- 1 first thought, of course,
of Joe. He was a very, very senior nenber, the
seni or nmenber so to speak, and as soneone who
was, as we all know and was el oquent in debate
and also fair in debate, and |I think ny
col | eagues on the other side of the aisle who
found thensel ves on a given bill as the opposing
side in a debate, know well that Joe Galiber had

a way of being intense, passionate, articulate
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but never offensive, always well|l reasoned, never
personal in his articulation of the issue.

| don't think anyone, and you
know, some of us over on this side | guess
occasionally had to, because we do di sagree on
occasi on, you know, came to cross fires with Joe
on a bill, and you just knew he had a way of
presenting it that he nade his point and he
never nmade you have feel though that he -- fee
either belittled or antagonistic in the | east
bit. He certainly did have a way with words.
But | went to see Joe on that occasion and for
t he purpose of saying, "As you know, Senator,
you' re our senior eloquence so to speak, and |
woul d |i ke you to be deputy,” and Joe said, "You

know, Marty," he said, "that's what | always
wanted to be." | nmean he loved this Senate so
much, and he said, "I always wanted to be the
floor man, but" he said, "ny health, | owe it to
my famly, | just can't do that because of ny
health,” but it wasn't a great sense of persona

anbition that he was expressing. It was his

i ncredi ble respect and regard for this Senate
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and the way it always used to be, and a few
times in the |ast few years -- perhaps we've
forgotten that way it used to be, the way people
could differ, could differ with intensity and
passion and still it was nutual respect and
canmeraderi e, and Joe Galiber epitonized that and
that's his view of the Senate and his view of
the kind of debates that al ways took place on
this floor, and in which he played for so many
years a very, very significant part in those
debates, and if you | ook at the kind of
significant |egislation and i ssues that the -
this Legislature and this Senate has dealt with
in those years since he was elected in 1968, you
can think of literally his influence spans
several generations, political generations.

| mean think about what the late

"60s were like, and | dare say sonme of ny

col | eagues on the other side of the aisle who
vi ew t hensel ves as quite conservative today
perhaps had a different view about sone of the

i ssues of the day in the late '60s when they

dealt with things |ike decrimnalizing marijuana
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and then when we got into the '70s and ot her

i ssues cane to the floor, and obviously the
public nood and the political spectrumis a
novi ng target and things have changed over those
decades, but al ways, always in each of those
decades significant issues cane to the fore and
al ways during that tinme the voice of Joe @Gli ber
could be heard above the clanor, a voice of
reason, a cal mvoice of reason, but a voice of
passi on.

The thing about Joe Galiber is,
as that noving target, that political spectrum
shifted, Joe Galiber always stood up for what he
believed to be right even when it wasn't
popular, and I think that's something to which
we, | would hope, can at |east aspire to enul ate
on sSone occasi ons.

Joe was al so a warm human bei ng.

I -- | renenber those occasions that were al ways
fun for ne that, if you all recall the Irish
Legi slators Dinner, and Joe and Emma, for nmany
years, would join me and Joe always |iked the

soda bread, and | always pointed out to Emm it
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was nade with -- soda bread, if you make it the
right way is nmade with butterm |k, doesn't have
any chol esterol, doesn't have any fat and Joe
only had to hear that to eat about a | oaf of

it. In fact, on many an occasion | went back
and made him some soda bread and brought it in
t he next day, some of ny own hone made, but in
fact, on those occasions, Joe Galiber, not the
Senator, Joe Gliber the man, cane through and
he was i ndeed quite a nan.

You know, during the |ast year
when he was not with us for nost of the year
because of illness, | talked to Joe once or
twice a week. Many tines he was in the
hospital. He would always start every
conversation the same way: "How s the fam|y?"
Say, "Fine. How s your famly, Joe?" And he was
so proud of his famly. He was so proud of his
granddaughters, Sierra and Panela, and he was so
proud of his daughter Ruby and his son-in-|aw
Carl and, of course, he was so respectful of the
fact that Joe Galiber was no kid but his parents

were living and i ndeed survived himand, as this
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resol ution says, certainly ny heart goes out to
them as does the Senate, and we have with us to
day in the gallery, Senator Galiber's daughter,
Ruby Wnt, and his bel oved son-in-law Carlton
Wnt, and | know others will have comments but |
would remind all of you, and you got it in
witing, that after the session there will be a
reception with the famly in the Mnority

Conf erence Room and you are all indeed

invited.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Senat or Wl don.

SENATOR WALDON:  Thank you very
much, M. President.

My col | eagues, to Ruby and the
famly, in public life there are "wannabes",
pretenders, newly arrived achi evers, established
stars, and icons. Joe Galiber was an icon. He
was truly a legend in his owmn tine. He was so
much a part of the political fabric not only of
New York City but New York State, and if you

travel ed around New York with the | egislative
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associ ations, across these United States.

What ever made politics work,
there was an indelible inprint of Joe Gali ber
upon that process. He was the quintessentia
gentl eman. He was urbane. He was witty. He
was polite to a fault and, in this business, Joe
had a quality which is not too often found in
sufficient quantity. He was a good |istener.

He not only listened to his constituents. He
listened to those of us who were his

col | eagues. He listened to the |obbyists. He
listened if there were any on this earth, |
bel i eve, even to his enem es.

He was a big nan, a warm man.
When Joe Galiber wal ked into a room his
presence filled the place. Wwen | cane here as
a young Assenbl ynan and | would cone over to the
upper house to watch how the real deal was done,
I recall how his voice resonated through the
this chanber, and later on | cane to work with
hi mas a nenber of this distinguished body which
he so |l oved, and his voice resonated, stil

speaking rightfully to those issues which he
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felt were inportant, and nost of the tines the

i ssues that he felt were inportant were those
whi ch created equity so that everybody, no
matter how tall, no matter how small, had a shot
at realizing their fullest potential in this
state.

He skillfully questioned the
proposal s of those of us who brought bills
before this body. He did things the old
fashi oned way. There was a classic approach
that Joe had in terns of making this process
wor k. You know, sone people call it, if you
scratch ny back today |I'Il scratch your back
tonorrow;, but Joe could do that better than
anyone | knew up here. | knew of no one and
know of no one who was nore respected on the
ot her side, and John Marchi can attest to this;
Hugh Farley can attest to this, no one nore
respected than Joe @Gl i ber.

Not that there wasn't partisan
politics practiced throughout his 28 years here,
but he had an ability to relate to people on a

different level. He taught nme that friendships
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and rel ationshi ps are nore inportant than
politics. He could touch the flesh of those
that he net in a special way so that people

hi ghly respected him-- not just respected him
highly respected him He | ooked you in the
eye. He kept his word. He was an honorabl e
man.

The thing that | would like to
say in terns of if I could create a profile
about Joe Galiber is that he was a person of
substance. There was nmeaning to what he did up
here. He wasn't frivolous. Sone of us posture
alittle bit too much, and we believe what the
press says, that we are the "I Anmf'. Joe was a
man of substance. He had savvy. He understood
this place; he understood this process. Not
everyone who comes here truly understands how to
come al ong and get al ong and nake the process
work so that your constituents are well taken
care of, and you don't do so in such an
oppressive way as the people are jeal ous of what
you achi eve.

Joe had savoir faire, a kind of
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sophi stication, a kind of worldliness that
all owed himto see the gl obal perspective. He
was sensitive. | don't know of anyone that I
met during ny travels up here who felt that Joe
was condescending. He related to all of us on
our level or on a level that was nmutually
agreeabl e and acceptable to he and the person he
was relating to at the nonent.

But | think, if I were to | eave a
t hought with the fam |y about Joe, about one
thing which I will hold dear fromnow on, and I
will remenber nost, is that Joe had style. The
brot her had style. The derby, the stickpin in
the tie, the tailored clothes, the slicker rain
coat, that just nade a statenment. He had
style. | don't think that style will ever
return to this place, nor would I want it to.

| think the mark that Joe Gali ber
has made upon this chanber will be with us
forever.

Thank you very nuch.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO

Senat or Mar chi .
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SENATOR MARCHI :  When Senat or
Gal i ber was -- there was an observance in his
honme county. | don't think |I've ever attended
an observance of that nature that was as
i nspiring, because of the individual that was
bei ng noticed, and | nust say very publicly it
was presided over with matchless dignity and
grace by Senator Paterson, and it required al
of that because of the testinony that was
adduced.

There were fam |y nmenbers; there
were menbers fromthe public community, fromthe
people. It was just hours of incredible
inspiration that he inspired. The sentinents
were genuine. They were heartfelt, and we were
all deeply noved by the nmessage that was
carri ed.

Wonderful famly! Joe Gali ber,
when | first met him was at the Constitutiona
Convention. |If there ever was a patrician, a
man of nobility, a man who, if we were to
exam ne his forebears far enough, |'m sure, nust

have had ki ngs, because he evi denced t hat
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quality. It was inposing. He conveyed that
noral strength and that physical bearing that
was deeply noving and inspiring.

| renmenber hi mwhen he addressed
the Convention in one of his nore noving
addresses about fair trials, how he suggested
that we ought to keep fairly nmuch on the British
style, the nedia at bay, to prevent what he
called then -- this is 29 years ago -- "a rush
to judgnment.” A rush to judgnment -- is that a
new phrase? Joe was saying that 29 or 30 years
ago, and | believe that the spectacle that we
assisted at m ght have shiel ded judicia
determinations with | ess prejudice to those who
are involved in themto an extent that it
probably played sone role, along with keeping
media at a short leash in this state where we
have not had the abysmal departure fromfairness
as it is conducted in this state. But he said
those things then, and he cane on and | egi sl at
ed, becane a nmenber of this body, and the record
anply indicates where his heart was.

Soneone nentioned the
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decrimnalization of marijuana. It's still a
Scotch verdict, as far as |I'mconcerned. |'m
not persuaded entirely, but it's significant
that WIIliam Buckl ey and Judge Bob Sweet, who
some of you may have known when he was deputy
mayor, recently cane out with very | earned
statenments that were patterned exactly on what
Joe aliber told us many, many decades ago.

So the dialogue is w dened al
because this nman had the courage to say things
that may or may not have been popul ar, and he
had that enornous heart and | ove of peopl e that
was i medi ately sensed by everyone, and the
statenents that have been nmade here thus far and
the statenments that were nmade at that observance
were bound to be nearly alike because we were
tal ki ng about the sanme person, fromthe sane
vant age point, and we had an extraordi nary one,
having himas a colleague. 1've had himas a
col | eague for nmany, many years. | would say
havi ng been here beyond ny period of nenbership
in the Senate al so as counsel, that | think on

anybody's short |ist of your fingers on your
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hand, of great legislators in the 20th Century
that he woul d be on everyone's short |i st
because he is a great person.

I"mvery pleased that the famly
is here, Ruby and Carl, and even the parents -
| just can't imagine the feeling that the
parents must have experienced when they were
assisting at that cerenony. He left us a
tremendous | egacy. What a -- what a | egacy that
we all inherited fromJoe Gali ber.

So we rejoice in the fact that we
knew hi mand had himfor so many years and we
rejoice that his famly is here to hear the
feelings, that are genui ne, by everyone who
speaks to it, as they were that day in the
Br onx.

God bl ess Joe Galiber! He nust
be watchi ng and approving. He's left us so
much. Joe, we're grateful

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Senator Tully.

SENATOR TULLY: Thank you, M.

Pr esi dent .

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

964

My col | eagues, you didn't have to
let me followthat act. Very difficult; but I
do rise to briefly reflect ny deep respect for
Senator Joe Galiber, and | say "Senator" in the
true sense of the word, because he has al ways
reflected what that termneans. He has repre
sented his people very, very well. 1In our
di sagreenents or argunents, you m ght say, over
di fferent pieces of |egislation, he was al ways
nore than fair. He gave as good as he got and
then some and every now and then you felt it.
Soneti mes he canme off the wall behind you, but
Joe definitely was one of the nobst el oguent
people |I've ever heard speak in this house or in
any other one, and we will certainly mss his
si nmpl e el oquence and his sartorial splendor, but
nost of all I'lIl mss himas a very, very good
friend and, to his famly, | want you to know
there isn't a person in this house that | don't
think adm red and respected Senator Joseph
Gal i ber.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
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Senat or Espada.

SENATOR ESPADA: Thank you, M.

Presi dent .

| grew up in the South Bronx
aspiring to public officialdom |In doing so,
there was only one person to identify with., It

was an automatic instantaneous identification
with greatness, and that was ny state Senator
for 25 years in the South Bronx before

West chester County could enjoy him Before
Jesse Jackson said to the world that you can be
sonmebody, Joe Galiber was proving it.

We have, looking at himfromthe
bottom up, |earned how to aspire. W |earned
how to believe in ourselves and 26-sone-odd
years later, | would join himin this august
chanbers.

You know, | knew Joe ali ber
through his work as ny Senator and personally.
He | oved the process of denocracy as has been
i ndi cated here. He loved fiscal intricacies.
W saw fromthe bottomup that he was honorabl e,

that he was graceful, that he was courtly, but
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we al so admred the fact that he was
triunphant.

There is peaks and there is
vall eys. W were with him he was triunphant
and enduring. Senator Galiber also, as has been
articul ated here, knew how to count. He knew
al so how to nmake his voice -- his voice count
and his vote count. He knew that the tools of
this trade are words and as such he al so knew
that his word nmust be his bond and so in coni ng
up here, one of the things that he quickly told
nme was, with all of ny energy and vigor and
wanting to do things, he said around here you
don't beat anybody. Around here you get people
totry to agree with you and if, in fact, you
can win, it's only because the other side al so
Wi ns.

And so that's how the man from
the Mnority, the man fromthe Denocratic
Conf erence has the | ove and esteem of not only
the Majority but all in governnent through nany
governors and presidents and United States

Senators. Joe Galiber was admred for that
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dignity.

You know, as we talk about his
boom ng voice and his sense of hunor and as we
do honor to his nane and his nenory, the thing
that al ways conmes up for nme anyway is the
quality of his character. That is the substance
t hat Senator Wal don spoke to, the style was
evident and in display every day, but it is that
substance that really would be the driving
menory and the | asting | egacy.

So to his famly, to his |egion
of friends, to his staff who |oved him we nust
recall the words of a |earned man of the past,
Sophocl es, who said that one nust wait until the
evening to truly appreciate the day, to truly
eval uate the day; and so as Joe @liber, his
m nd and soul enriched by so nany years here and
so many friendships, |ooks down upon us, we can
all state with one voice that his days and years
here were i ndeed spl endi d.

Et ernal peace to Joe Gali ber

Thank you so much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NG
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Senat or St achowski .

SENATOR STACHOWBKI @ M.
President, | too rise to say a few words about
Senator @Galiber. How could you serve a | ot of
years in this chanber with himand not say
sonet hi ng about hi n?

He was el oguent, as Senat or
Wal don said. He had style, but not only in his
clothes, also in his cars because nobody wil |
ever forget that one car. He was fanous from
hi s basketball. Even as a child in Buffalo
ever ybody knew who CCNY was that won both
tournanents, and | mght add for younger people
in the chanber that was when the NIT was a nuch
bi gger tournanment than the NCAA which was before
my tinme also, so | have to say that | don't know
what |1'Il mss nore, hearing Joe's wonderful
speeches or, since Joe and | had the sane
| andl ord, we lived kind of diagonally across the
street, |ooking out my wi ndow at ni ght and
seeing him he and Emma wal ki ng down the street
either comng fromdinner or having taken a

short wal k after they came back from di nner just
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to take a wal k around the nei ghborhood, and they
were just such wonderful people.

It's amazing that they're gone,
and we all will mss him but nore so than
m ssing Joe, | think we can all be thankful that
we had the opportunity to share him and | think
that it's inportant that we recogni ze the
contribution he nade not only in his wonderful
speeches but the work that he produced by it,
and we will always renenber all the -- not only
nessages, but |essons that we | earned from him

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Senat or Leichter.

SENATOR LEI CHTER: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

| so miss Joe Galiber. He had
such an inposing presence. Joe and | cane to
the Legislature in the sanme year, 1969, and we
served together in the Senate when | joined this
body in 1975, and Joe used to sit right in front
of me and he'd occasionally turn around and nake
some comment, sone joke, sone assessnent of

| egi sl ati on.
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He often kidded ne. W had one
particul ar joke between us, but he had such a
feeling of what he neant to this body and you
knew the respect in which he was held. Wen
drove to his funeral, | guess it was the day
after Thanksgiving, and | was through ny m nd
t hi nki ng about associations together and to try
to sort of sumhimup, and the word that canme to
m nd was his poise and his dignity, and I
thought it was interesting that at the funera
t he Governor delivered a eul ogy, and he used
that word, his "poise", and I think that the
priest who officiated, it was obviously a famly
friend that knew Joe well, also used that word.

He had great presence, great
poi se, a dignity to him because |I think Joe was
very confortable with hinself. Senator Wl don
said, and he said it so well, that Joe never had
to posture. He never had to put on any airs.
He was hinself, and he presented hinself in such
an honest and such a forceful fashion but he
never -- he never in any way inposed on you.

You never felt threatened politically or in any
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ot her sense.

I think he was a person of great
courage, of conmitnment. He had conviction. He
really was such a conplete person. W had this
one joke that | nentioned, and | think it tells
a | ot about Joe Galiber, and Senator Marchi
referred to it, which is that at a very early
time Joe realized that drugs, terrible as they
are, could not be dealt with as he saw it
through the crimnal systembut that you had to
nove towards decrim nalization, and not only
marij uana but even some other drugs. Joe took
this position very forthrightly, very
cour ageously, and at one point | joined himin
this and then, as maybe | got politically w ser
or maybe a little | ess courageous, | left that
bill and Joe woul d al ways kid nme about it, but
it was in a fashion that was a friendship, not
in a fashion that was in any respect critical.

The ot her thing about Joe is you
never heard Joe conplain. He mght conplain
about the |long hours here, and so on, but he

never conpl ai ned about anything that happened to
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him He was a person without bitterness. |
al ways had the feeling that Joe was sonebody.
Irrespective of what the cards were dealt to
him he played those cards and he played them
wel |, and when you think of his [ife as a bl ack
man in the 1940s growing up in New York and
having to overcone so nany burdens, so many
obstacles, so many difficulties that none of us
here or at |east very few of us have ever
experienced and, hopefully, never wll
experience again, to have triunphed over all of
this, I think how remarkable it is.

| guess Joe was really a
gentleman, a true gentleman. He left such an
i ndeli bl e i npression here and, as Senator March
said, | think that those of us who serve here,
however | ong we serve and however |ong some of
you are going to serve, when you think back and
you say, who have | served with, who do
remenber, who really made an i npression on ne,
the nane Joe Galiber is certainly going to
spring to m nd.

| could only say that he made us
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better for being with us, and | extend to Ruby
and Carl and his parents and the grandchil dren
nmy deepest regrets and condol ences, and | just
consi der nyself so lucky to have served with Joe
Gal i ber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Senat or Oppenhei ner, pl ease.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MER:  It's -
it's hard for me to believe now that he isn't
here. He was such a presence in this chanber
that it's alnost not conceivable that he isn't
here, and having Enma sit back here, and they
were just such a teamand -- and | kind of had a
sense when Enma went that he woul d not stay much
| onger, because | had a sense they wanted -- had
to be together.

Wel |, people have tal ked about
his warnth and his charm and his always polite
way, always had tinme to talk to you, listen to
you. Didn't always agree. He owed that to you
al so, but he would tell you. His nobility and
hi s el egance was al ways sonet hi ng t hat

absol utely wowed ne.
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I'"d conme wal king in and, you
know, everyone in disarray, and as |I'd see him
and he'd be there with his coat down to his
floor, kind of |ooked like a river, it was so
| ong, and his large hat, and he was j ust
gorgeous to | ook at and, of course, we all have
been noved so by the brilliance of his oratory
and by nore than the brilliance of his oratory,
the commtnent to the noral values that we all
woul d very nmuch like to hold all the tine, and
Joe did hold themall the tinme, and | would
al ways |isten up when he would tal k because |
knew |'d be in for a treat not only for his
wonder ful verbi age but he'd sort of lift -- up
lift me, and he'd say things that | wanted to
do, | wanted to be better, | wanted to think and
be those things, and he enunciated themfor ne.

This is sort of a silly thing,
but after Tony Masiello | eft here, Tony and I
had been the Iong and the short of the Senate
and then it was Senator Galiber who becane the
| ong, the short of the Senate, and | can only

say that this short end of the Senate is very
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much reduced by Joe Galiber's death, and | fee
very badly for his parents and for you, Ruby and
Carl, and the kids, and | hope in tine that the
pain will ease and that all these wonderf ul
nmenories wll stay with you and you'll be able
to laugh at some of the wonderful things, the
wonderful tinmes you had together.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Senat or Levy.

SENATOR LEVY: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| was listening to Bill
Stachowski, and it rem nded nme of ny chil dhood
days because the first tine | ever heard of Joe
Galiber, and | think it was probably Marty
dickman, who was the -- the sports announcer
then, calling that great game, and | renenber it
was the NIT. | thought it was the NCAA and in
heari ng himas a basketball fan because |
remenber, contrary to ny parents' w shes, when
was supposed to be in bed | was listening to
that radio, and I was listening to that ball gane

and then Marty A ickman recounting in the play
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by-play Joe's exploits as a basketball player.

He was a | egendary nenber of a
| egendary team and | really can't add in terns
of tal king about his qualities and his
attributes, really to what John said and what
Franz said and what -- what Suzi said, but | can
| ook over and | ook at Manny Gold and | can just
see Joe standing there, and he really was the
living personification of the captain of the
basketbal |l team the president of the Student
Council, the senior partner of the law firm the
managi ng seni or partner of the law firm and
really a Majority Leader, what we all envision
the qualities of a Majority Leader.

Joe Galiber was a Hall of Fame
basket bal | player, and he was a Hall of Fane
five-star quality Senator and | egislator, and I

-- he was ny friend for 25 years -- al nost 25
years that |'ve had the privilege to serve in
this chanber, and all of us were Joe Galiber's
friends, and we just are going to mss himso
much, and our hearts go out to all of the

menbers of his famly and it's just really a
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bitter nonent for all of us that we are not
goi ng to have the pleasure of Joe Galiber's
conpany in future years.

Thank you very much, M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO
Senat or Markow t z.

SENATOR MARKOW TZ: Thank you
very, very nuch.

Senator Levy, | have to say that
| don't always agree with you or you with ne but
the fact that you said that Senator GGaliber, you
saw himas the Majority Leader, we can agree on
that. So did many of us. | have to say in
honesty that none of you contributed to naking
t hat possible; but having said that, he is
someone who is so dear to all of us, that Ruby
no doubt, you know, hearing Republicans and
Denocrats, there's a certain fondness, a very
speci al fondness that went way beyond partisan
politics.

He exenplified the best that this

Legi sl ature can ever produce. You know that,
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and I know it. Wat many of ny coll eagues may
not know is that I was blessed for a while in ny
district, | should say that they had two
Senators. They had a tall good | ooki ng,
debonair, trim Senator and then they had the
ot her one for a period of tinme when Senator Joe
Gal i ber would regularly visit his dynam c and
beauti ful daughter who |ived around the corner
fromme, and people would say to ne after they
nmet Senator Galiber they'd turn to me using
Senator Trunzo's dad's words, when they turn to
nme and say, |s he a Senator too, and, of course,
that was in nmy district. |It's a good thing that
he lives in the Bronx as far as |'m concerned,
but he is that kind of a very special hunan
being that | know that all of us will mss; but
| have to tell you, putting aside his
brilliance, his elegance as we all agree on, his
beauti ful presence, what | envied nost about him
was his |ove for your nom

| wat ched them wal ki ng around
here practically as new nmarri ed peopl e,

new yweds. The tw nkle that each one of them
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showed to each other, that special |ove, how
many tinmes aml right, we used to see them wal k
hol di ng hands wal ki ng around here going to
receptions, watching both of themsitting

toget her, such a perfect union, such a perfect
union. The love that these two people had for
each other are, frankly, to be envied by many
and enul ated by all, and that's what | know t hat
I"l'l mss so very, very nuch; and al so that
smle that your dad woul d give nme, that w nning,
that smle, | think we all know what that was
like, to get as snooth as butter, snooth as
butter, and whether he agreed or di sagreed when

you wal ked away from Joe Gali ber, hey, there was

-- he was right. | nean it was all you had in
your heart was, Ww, it was -- this is it. This
is reality.

This is sonmeone that the Lord
bl essed to us, to you. Thank you for being
here.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Senat or Conzal ez.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you, M.
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Presi dent .

| think that | had nany years
with Senator Joe Galiber. | think before this
Constitutional Convention where he was Assistant
Majority Leader, | think Senator Markow tz, but
| think also that recently in the Bronx we had a
menorial service on Martin Luther King week end
and it was so appropriate as to the many things
that Joe Galiber exenplified that the many
thi ngs that Senator Pedro Espada had nenti oned
in ternms of him even in Bronx politics, is
never the sane. It ain't the sane now.

He always, in terns of his -
with the distinguished -- his presence and his
style, the style that he'd always |isten, and
when he spoke people listened, and | think that
he had been in this body, he felt that this
body, this Senate body where he said nmany things
and took on nmany issues, he had that great
respect for the nenbers on both sides, and I
know that all of us had it for him

It remnds me of, at the nenoria

service that they said or soneone said that he
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pl ays basketball like he did politics. He gave
it all. You knew you had a tough, tough
opponent, and | think that you know ny | ove for
hi m because he was ny nentor, and ny sister Ruby
and Carl, you know, we continue in his name his
| egacy.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Senat or Cook.

SENATOR COOK: M. President. |
think all the statenents about Joe's performance
as a Senator -- and they were indeed very
accurate -- ny relationship with himwas kind of
lighthearted in many respects because he |iked
to kid about being ny constituent which he was.
As a matter of fact, | believe he was stricken
while actually in nmy district, but he would -

he woul d vote for one of ny bills, and then he'd

come over here and say, "Well, you know you're
nmy Senator, | have to support you," or he'd cone
over, "Well, you know, Senator, |'m your

constituent. You really ought to listen to what

| have to say,"” and it was in that vein that
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nost of our conversations took place on the
floor.

I renenber a couple of -- a
coupl e of those when he voted for bills, | don't
t hi nk anybody ever took it seriously; it mght
have caused sone political problens at honme. |
know the bill that took away -- woul d have taken
fromNew York City the authority to regul ate
| and use, and he came, he voted for it and he
cane over here later and he said, "You know,
Senator, it was nore damed trouble getting

permts to build nmy house up there," he says.
"I know exactly what you're tal king about," and
then we had another bill which he voted for that
was on directional signs and he canme over after
that, and he says, "I spent nore tinme driving
around those roads up there trying to figure out
where | was, and we really got to have sone of
t hose signs.”

So it was a -- it was that kind
of a nice bantering relationship. | renenber a

coupl e of years ago going to the Bell eayre

Coalition dinner, which is a group of people who
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general ly support the Belleayre Ski Center which
is a state-owned facility and it was a bitterly
cold night and we all came wandering into this
pl ace just shivering and sat there and comm s
erated, and the reason | bring that up is that

| ast week the Coalition held their annual dinner
dance, and it was held in Joe's honor, which

t hought was significant that fol ks who are his
nei ghbors, his upstate neighbors, had decided to
pay sonme tribute to this guy who had done so

much for the people of the state of New York,

and we really will mss him W'Il mss him
here. We'll mss himat hone. W'Il miss him
at hone in the Bronx; we'll mss himat hone in

the Catskills. He was a great guy and a great
friend.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Senat or Abat e.

SENATOR ABATE: Like so many in
this room | believe we feel conpelled to stand
up for Joe Galiber to speak about his life, to
speak about the kind of man he was. He truly

was a renarkable nan. He was highly
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intelligent, principled, but nost inportantly he
was an extrenely kind and conpassi onate human
bei ng.

| believe the neasure of a man is
not the titles that person holds or how many
el ections that person has won, but by the nunber
of people that person has helped in their life
time, and clearly Joe Galiber hel ped thousands
and t housands of people in his community and
t housands and t housands of peopl e throughout the
state.

I regret | never had the
opportunity to shoot hoops with himor see him
on the Senate floor for an extended period of
time, but | did have the opportunity to work
with Joe Galiber in the crimnal justice system
for a nunber of years, and | renmenber when | was
at Correction or Probation or when | was at
Legal Aid Society many, nany years ago there was
one el ected official that would al ways cone to
see ne about crimnal justice reform and that
was Joe Gali ber.

He lent a voice to issues that no
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one el se would touch. He really cared to ensure
t hat people have not only had access to justice
but got justice throughout the courts. So he
was an intellectual man. He was a committed
man. He was a courageous nman; but one thing I
remenber nost remarkably about him He was in
the hospital a few weeks before he died and he
call ed me because he was concerned about one of
his staff menbers, and he was concerned t hat
sonmet hing that was said to a staff nenber was
m sconmuni cated. It was a sensitive issue, and
he asked ne please to take care of it because |
want to nake sure ny staff are conducting
t hensel ves and feeling confortable and are
getting the recognition they deserve because
t hey' ve supported nme for so nany years. He was
not caring about his predi cament knowi ng that he
woul d only have a few nore weeks to live. He
cared about his staff. He never stopped caring,
and that was the mark of this very remarkable
man.

So we will mss him and many

t housands of people fromthroughout this
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state will mss himbecause he lent a voice to
peopl e who did not have that voice because they
were silent in society. So we will mss you as
well as will so many ot hers who depended upon
you for your voice, lending a strong voice in
support of them

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

| also rise to pay tribute to
Senator Joe Galiber and to his parents who are
in the gallery, thank themfor giving himto us;
but et me say this. 1've heard a | ot of
tributes here. None have been nore noving -
Senat or Marchi, when you finished, | had a | unp
inny throat. Senator Wal don, he did have
styl e.

Senator Galiber truly loved this
house, the tradition of this Senate. He |oved
his col | eagues. There wasn't a person on either
side of this aisle who wasn't touched by himand

felt the affection that he had. He was a -
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he's a Senate icon. He had style, as it was
said earlier. He had grace; he had el egance.

He had all of the things we're -- that all of us
seek.

Joe Galiber was | oved by
everybody in this chanber on both sides of the
ai sl e and, when he spoke, everyone listened and
we'll all mss him and all | can say is he did
love his famly. H's famly was proud of him
and 1'Il tell you, Marty, what you said about he
and his wife Enma, if everyone only felt the
same way. They were |ike a newly wed coupl e
truly in love. It was a beautiful thing to see
here in the gallery and waiting for himaround
her e.

W all are saddened by this | oss
because we've | ost a treasure to New York
State.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Senat or Goodnan.

SENATOR GOODVAN: M. President.
It's very hard for nme to believe that it was

nore than a quarter of a century ago, nanely 27

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

988

years ago, when | first net Joe Galiber when he
and I were freshnman Senators. He was ny cl ass

mate. He was ny friend and he is an individua

who, from ny standpoint, was in a sense al nost

| arger than life.

| had the great privilege of
attending the nenorial cerenony to Joe Gl ber
whi ch was hel d at Hostos College in the Bronx
not long ago and, if all of you had been there
with me, you'd have seen a trenendous outpouri ng
of conmunal affection and respect for an
out st andi ng public servant.

| was particularly struck by the
ecuneni cal nature of the gathering. He had a
priest; he had a rabbi; he had conmunity | eaders
of all different backgrounds and they were all
unified in their sense that Joe Galiber was an
extraordi nary and speci al human bei ng.

I remenber when Joe and | started
out together, we were holding a conmttee
neeting and a rather inportant one on
construction industry corruption and unexpect

edly, due to a famly illness, | was called from
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t he chanber and as chairman of the Housing
Committee could not preside.

| asked Joe Galiber if he could
take the chair for a short while and it turned
out that that short while was for al nost the
rest of the entire day of hearings. He was a
teammate who was willing to stand up to the
plate and carry the responsibility, and he
carried out those hearings inpeccably and was
wi t hout question a great credit to the Senate.

There's so nuch that could be
said about himand so nmuch that has al ready been
so el oquently spread upon the record. | would
just like to say that there is no one with whom
| have served in the Senate for whom| had
greater affection or respect than Joe Gali ber.
He was a man's nman; he was a wonman's man. He
was a nman for all seasons, and certainly he was
a lasting credit to the highest traditions of
the Senate of the state of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Senator Smith.

SENATOR SM TH:  Thank you, M.
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Presi dent .

Many t hi ngs have been said in
t hi s chanber today about Joseph L. Gali ber
Many of us have the sane things to say because
we cherished the nman. W revered his el egance,
his grace, his charm his charisma, and | al ways
think of himand his el egant mnk coat, and I
was al ways jeal ous of a man that | ooked better
in his mnk coat than I did in mne.

| did renmenber going to St.
Thomas for the National Conference of Bl ack
State Legislators, and Marty Connor shoul d
remenber this because he kept calling us down
there, but while we were there, we were found by
some of his fam |y nenbers, the Galiberts, and
no matter where you went they knew Joseph
Gal i ber.

| renmenber growi ng up in Kings
County and hearing about the great man fromthe
Bronx, Joseph Galiber. | renenber being
privileged to go to the Bronx and canpai gn for
him for the Bronx Borough President. That was

|l ong before | entered these portals of the New
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York State Senate; but when | canme here | found
a | eader, a nentor, soneone that took the tine
to give advice and to gui de soneone new, and |
can often hear himteasing ne about not show ng
up for chanmpagne on ny birthday, but him and
Davi d Pat erson drank the chanpagne and didn't
give Vel mnette and | any, but we'll always for
give himfor that, and I will truly m ss him
because he was truly the | eader for many of us.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON. Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

Senator Conzalez said a little
earlier that Joe Galiber played basketball the
way he played politics, and I want to try to
magni fy to all of you the full inpact of that
statenment. Senator Stachowski and Senator Levy
tal ked about that famous City Col |l ege basket bal
teamthat won the NIT and the NCAA in 1950, and
Senator Gali ber was the captain on that
particul ar team and was an outstandi ng pl ayer,

but to those close friends of Joe Galiber, they
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knew that the player who perforned in that
t our nament but al so was one of the nost
out standi ng | acrosse players in the country was
really not the player that he had once been
because Joe Galiber was injured in the mlitary,
and to those cl ose observers never played the
way he had played before but, in fact, in 1943
when Joe Gali ber graduated from Benjanin
Franklin H gh School, he made the New York City
all-star team and was voted its nost val uable
pl ayer. He was then considered the best
basketbal | player in New York City, and just to
give you an idea of what that neans, 25 years
after that, the best basketball player in New
York City was Karim Abdul Jabar. 25 years after
that, the best basketball player was Kenny
Anderson. The best basketball player |ast year
was Stefan Marbury, the nost highly recruited
athlete in the country, and the year before that
Fel i pe Lopez, who was on the cover of Sports
[I'lustrated.

So when we tal k about Joe

Gal i ber, we are tal king about a person who
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really was a | egend of the basketball community
and when we think about Joe Galiber, if we
conpare it as Senator CGonzalez did, we realize
what a trenendous inpact he had on that gane
and, of course, what an inpact he had on this
service as well.

The fact is that it will be years
from now before many of his contributions are
fully realized, for sonme of the issues that he
fought so hard on are m sunderstood in this
decade, and it may be sonme years from now t hat
we realize what a | egend he was right here in
this particular chanber, even though so many of
you have el oquently descri bed what an inpact he
had on you.

| feel sonme disconfort over the
turn of events in the last year. | renmenber
when Senator Galiber sat right in front of
nysel f where Senator Gold is sitting, and |I used
to play these little ganmes with himbecause |
was i nformed that he was quite ill, and | would
try to psych’ himinto believing that we were on

the last bill maybe ten bills before we really
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were, inducing himto | eave the chanber by
telling him you know, we're just going to be a
coupl e m nutes, nmaybe you can get outside and
get the el evator before everyone el se.

I was cajoled and threatened by
Senator Galiber on a nunber of occasions for
doing that, and the thought that it was in his
best interests and often discussed it with Emm
Galiber. Wy didn't | ever ask her how she was
feeling? Wiy didn't | ever ask her what a
strain this nust be to support the Senator at
this time? Wiy didn't | even inquire to her
what her health may have been? And so when
heard of the untinmely death of Emma Galiber in
| ate June of last year, | realized sonething
that I think we all have to pause in our
del i berations for, and that was -- relates to
t he i ndi vidual s whose nanes we don't know, the
i ndi vi dual s whose shadows we live in who
sacrifice so much so that many of us could win
the acclaimthat we have been able to gain, to
performthe service that we have the tine to

endeavor.
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And so when | think about Senator
Galiber, I think nost aptly about what Senator
Leichter said, all the tinmes, the issues that he
coul d have conpl ai ned about and he didn't, and
then | think about all the things |I went through
with himpersonally, his own disasters and how
he coul d have tal ked about the injustices that
woul d be set upon himand he didn't, and | think
about my own personal relationship with him the
times when |'ve found nyself to be a little
shrill and antagonistic and he coul d have
| ectured ne or in many ways disciplined ne and
he didn't, and | think about the tines that
there were issues that | could have been a
little nore alert and naybe stood ny ground a
little better when Senator Galiber did and how
he coul d have | ectured ne and he didn't, and |
t hi nk about unfortunately sitting here in this
chanber right behind where his chair was and
lanmenting all the tines that | didn't tell him
what a great inspiration he was and what a great
hero he was to nme. | thought that when he cane

back fromhis illness that | would tell him and
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he didn't.

We had a cerenony for Senator
Gl i ber on January the 14th at Hostos Col | ege.
Senat or Montgonery cane by with Senator Gonzal ez
who was probably his best friend in the Senate.
Senat or Goodman was there with the Mnority
Leader, Senator Connor, Senator Velella who
wor ked with Senator (Galiber extensively, and
Senat or Marchi who gave a trenendous tri bute.
Mayor Di nki ns was anong t hose who voiced his
adm ration for Joe that day and he closed in a
way that | think nost describes Joe's life.

He said that public spirited
service is the rent we pay for our space on
earth. Joseph Galiber |eaves us paid in full.
Let himnot | ook down upon us and find any of us
in arrears.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Senat or Col d.

SENATOR GOLD: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

You woul d have to call upon ne

after David Paterson was so el oguent.
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| saw a few noments ago in the
chanber one of our old friends and col | eagues,
Senat or Hal perin, who | would have to say did a
great job when he was here and as the ranking
menber of Finance. Having said that, | think
that Senator Gali ber had an easier tine taking
over than he left ne to take over for him

| listened to words |ike "grace",
“charnf, "kind" and say to nyself, | should not
be sitting in that man's chair. He |eaves quite
a legend, and |I've heard Senator Cook's renarks
and, as you know, as these things go through
your mnd, you listen to himand he's one of
your constituents.

Senator, a lot of us talk on this
floor fromtinme to time and wi sh that we were
able to get that kind of respect from everyone
that Joe Gali ber obviously had on both sides of
the aisle. He was a Hall of Fame basket bal
pl ayer and yet while he was up here a nunber of
us would say to himor a nunber of the other
menbers woul d say, Joe, we're going out to play

basketbal | tonight; why don't you cone al ong and
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pl ay, and even though he was unquestionably the
finest ball player even in those years with al
due respect to Stachowski and Msiello, he would
not go out and play because he felt that at that
poi nt, that part of his career was over and he
couldn't do his very, very best and |let the

| egend out there and let the | egend be and, when
| listened to the el oquence of ny | eader,

Senat or Connor, tal king about asking to take the
floor, I can just see Joe Galiber saying, "Well,
you know, naybe, naybe | woul d have | oved to do
that, but if ny health is such that | can't do
it right now, I"mnot going to be out there and
have anybody | ooking at ne at anywhere | ess than
one hundred percent of what | -- of what I
really am"

O course, the interesting thing
that for people who knew him we al ways | ooked
at himat a hundred percent. You have there a
guy can cone out here with a cold and you listen
to himtal k, but you know he's got a cold but
you know what's in the heart.

I had the wonderful opportunity
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in 1967 to be the counsel to the Majority Leader
of the Constitutional Convention. Those were
the days | had power. | was a staff nenber
That's when | knew what power was, but that was
my first introduction sone 29 years ago to Joe
Gal i ber because, as you know, he was one of our
officers of that convention and there wasn't one
person, not one delegate in that convention and
we had chief judges, we had people fromall over
the state with great titles and great respect,
there wasn't one person that didn't know t hat
Senator Gali ber was only begi nning, only warm ng
up in terns of what he would do for the people
of this state.

O course, | have to now junp
ahead to 1992, when Senator Gliber | oined
Senat or Leichter and Senator Qppenheinmer in a
very distingui shed group of people and he used
one of ny photographs in his canmpaign. As a
matter of fact, that photograph |I had to
reshoot, and the reason was -- ny ego was
invol ved. The reason was that | took a nunber

of photographs of Senator Galiber. | took one
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of themin a green sweater, and he | oved that
sweater and he | oved the way he | ooked in that
sweat er.

So why did | have to shoot it?
Because he was overwhel med with the concept of
the green sweater and he wanted to use it, and |
wasn't so happy at the way he | ooked, so |
forced him | literally went in the office with
the picture that he wanted to use, and | went to
every staff person, said, "Take a | ook at that
nice sweater, but the picture is lousy, isn't
it?" We finally kidded himinto letting ne
reshoot it and, as his famly knows, he used
that picture on the poster and visitors to ny
hone -- you can check it out -- say to nme Gee, |
| ove all your pictures, Manny, but | don't
under stand why you have a picture of Senator
Gal i ber hanging up, and the reason is | |ove
that picture too. The picture really was Joe,
because as he was effective and as he was
brilliant and as he was strong, that's what Joe
Gal i ber was.

He was a beautiful, gentle giant
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in a green sweater who was filled with
conpassi on and humanity and when people talk
about his speeches, | want to tell you the voice
was terrific and the vocabulary was terrific and
the intellect was terrific and perhaps that had
something to do with the respect we have, but in
nmy opi nion the reason he was respected was
because the man never got up here when he wasn't
speaking fromhis heart and he wasn't sincere
and everybody knew it, and it was |like a |ight
went of f.

This was one person who had a
political agenda that was begun, continued and
ended with unfortunate people, with people who
needed a spokesman and, when | heard Senat or
Lei chter speak earlier today about going on and
off a piece of legislation, we've all done it.
Well, nmaybe not all. | don't know about a Joe
Gal i ber, because he was a thinking man who
didn't ook all the time every mnute as so many
of us do, to the political inplications of the
bill as much as what he really thought woul d

hel p sonebody and whi ch woul d be good for
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sonmebody and, boy, what a -- what a concept that
iS.

Can you i nmagi ne how crazy this
place would go if we really acted that way every
day. M God | wonder if the roof would stay up
there, but that's what he really was all about.

I was going to nake sone remarks about seeing
himwal k around with his lovely lady and that's
been covered pretty nuch, but I'mglad it was
covered. | really amglad it was covered
because we are criticized so much in this

busi ness and the demands that are made upon us
are so nuch in this business, and it's a delight
to see one of us who tries to normalize their
life.

You know, we preach to society
about human val ues, about famly val ues as we
are all unfortunately away from hone, away from
our children and you know, ny kid, my ol dest boy
used to get stomach aches when | got to Al bany
every week. Now he lives in Al bany, and he gets
stomach aches when | go hone. But the point is

we preach to other people about normalcy and
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about what decent Anericans ought to be doing
and it's very hard to do it and the fact that
your nmom and dad were able to do that is just
terrific, that it was inportant to them and

they made that so rmuch a part of their life.

In closing, | want to say that,
you know, he was bright, he was brilliant, he
was articulate. He was a fighter, he was -- to

nme the nost inportant thing is that he was just
a lovely gentleman. He was just a |lovely man
and, if you wal ked around the street and you
happened to -- you didn't know who he was and
happened to run into him there was a smle,
there was sonething said. |If you were the
hi ghest in society or the I owest in society and
you net this man on the street and asked a
guestion, you would get the sanme delightful
smle, the same respectful answer and in that
regard, he was really one of a kind and a
delightful person and I, |ike so many others
here, feel it was an honor to have known him
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:

Senat or Mont gonery.
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SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,
M. President.

| would just like to join ny
col | eagues in expressing ny sincere joy with
havi ng had the opportunity to work with Senator
Galiber. | was -- when | first cane to the
Legi slature, ny office was down the hall from
anot her Senator who is no |onger here, Senator
Jenkins, and despite all of the wonderful things
that we said about Senator Galiber and we know
that they're all true, | certainly accept all of
them but Senator Jenkins used to say to ne, you
know, "Joe will rough you up,"” and | think that
we must al so acknow edge that Joe can rough you
up, and he did that on occasi on when necessary,
but he was al ways a gentl eman and he was
essentially a gentle person.

The other thing that | really
respected so nmuch about himis that when | first
came to the Legislature, ny idea of how politics
was, that there were Republicans and there were
Denocrats and essentially a Republican was a

dirty word if you will pardon, my coll eagues on
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the other side, so you did not say that very
frequently, and certainly if you got up with
your political argunent you -- that was it, you
woul d not speak to the other side ever again in
life.

But what Senator Galiber taught
nme was that you could have a politica
phi | osophi cal debate on the floor but that it in
no way represented a personality disagreenent or
fight which prevented you from having a
relati onship with your coll eagues, be they
Republ i can, Conservative or what have you

So he coul d have very heated
debates on the floor, and often did, and
di sagreed sonetines conpletely and violently
with some of the coll eagues on the other side,
but he could also get up and go over and have a
conversation, as he said, with Senator Cook and
any of the other Senators, even Senator Bruno on
occasi ons he could have -- be confortabl e having
a conversation with himafter having beaten him
up just two mnutes prior.

So that was a val uabl e | esson and
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| appreciated learning that early on. So that |
t hought he was such a statesnman and so effective
for that reason.

| guess ny -- whenever | think of
Joe Galiber, | think about his office, and his
office in ny mnd epitom zed everythi ng about
him all the qualities of himas a person who
apparently had a special eye for quality art,
appreciated the finer things in life, but yet
could create a sense that you -- that you felt
confortabl e when you wal ked in. You didn't
really feel like you were wal king into a nmuseum
t hough you certainly were, and so that
epitom zed himas a person, and | appreciated
that about him and | certainly will always
remenber how he stood so tall physically, but
al so that when he stood up on an issue, he was
al ways rising and he would not sit down until he
had made his final point and then he woul d rmake
certain that you understood by com ng over to
have anot her conversation with you in case you
didn't understand himthe first tine.

To his famly, we appreciate
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havi ng had an opportunity to serve with such a
wonder ful and special person. He's been specia
to us in so many different ways and on
differently |levels, and we appreciate it.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Senat or Vol ker.

SENATOR VOLKER: | know this has
been a | ong and enotional discussion, but | just
felt I had to say just a couple things.

You know, | guess because of ny
situation, that | ama little bit different in
one way havi ng been the son of an Assenbl yman
for many, many years. At one tinme he was the
seni or Assenblyman fromthe entire state
actually at one tinme, and | nust tell this quick
little story because | just have certain inages
| guess of this chanber

Wien | canme over to the Senate in
1975, | think | had nmet Joe but not -- not
really met himto -- to really know him and I

-- he had got here and soneone was standing in

the aisle here and introduced ne to him and |

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

1008

shook hands with himand he sort of wal ked right
around ne and hugged the nan behind ne. The nan
behind ne was ny father, who had served with him
in the -- at the Constitutional Convention, of
course, and as | said to nyself, CGee, I'mreally
a bi g wheel around here.

But et me tell you this about

Joe, and I'I|l be honest with you about this
story. | cane over fromthe Assenbly and, as I
t hi nk many of you know, | did get into a nunber

of , shall we say discussions over there and was
i nvol ved in various issues, but one of the
people who | frankly don't want to say | was
afraid of him but he did send sone ripples down
nmy back, was Joe because | knew very well that
he was not only brilliant but articul ate and
right to the point and could -- could deal wth
i ssues in such a trenmendous manner that he
actually scared ne for a long tine until |
realized that here was a man who, although he
did have this i mense presence and he was so
brilliant, that you could debate with himon

i ssue after issue, and that he would never try

Pauline WIliman, Certified Shorthand Reporter




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NNN R R R R R R R R R R
W N B O © 0 N O U~ W N Rk O

1009

to really put you down, and that he would try to
deal with you on a basis of, It's you and |

This is an issue that needs to be dealt wth.
Now, let's deal with it on a human basis.

Wien | think of Joe, | nust admt
to you there are few people that cone to m nd
and obvi ously everyone in the chamber 1 think
about, but | think about Joe as one of the
peopl e that, when |I |eave here, | will never
forget and al though Manny, | thought about maybe
your chair but not -- nore | think about the
chair over there where he was really here for so
long, | also think about the day for so long it
came to m nd when the gl obe came down and
bounced of f that desk right there and nearly -
nearly finished -- in fact, he was debating with
nme and | don't know if that had anything to do
with it, but when that thing came down and
ri cocheted off the desk there and the desk was
there for along, long time, | think of that
because | think it's part of the history of this
chanber as you are, as John Caenmerer was, and

as so many peopl e who have been here for 1o,
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these so many years.

| guess the thing that | nost
wanted to say about Joe, and so nuch has been
sai d about his gentleness and the kind of
wonder ful man he was, and he certainly was, and
Emma and the famly, to ne he will always be the
epi tone of what this chanber has cone to nean to
nme over the years and what it used to nean, |
think unfortunately, to a | ot nore people and
that is a class, a class person who was
di scussing issues in a way in which they shoul d
be discussed in this nation, not in the way that
| think the press likes to portray it and here
is a man, by the way, because of his beliefs and
because of where he cane from nmany of us know
had to suffer a great nmany indignities which we
haven't really touched on, and I think it's good
that we didn't and there are a nunber of others
who had to do it, and | know Joe well enough and
talked to himmany tines about his troubles to
know how sone of them happened and the tragedy
is that he had to endure it, but he endured it

wi th good hunor, he endured it | think with only
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the kind of courage that only a man or wonman of
his strength could do, but the word that | wll
never forget with Joe aside fromhis gentleness
and good hunor is one word, "class". |If there
was a classier person that | have known in the
Legislature, and in ny whole life, I can't think
of one.

He's a great man and | have no
doubt in my mnd that he and Emma are -- are in
a better place now.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER:  Thank you,
M. President.

Unli ke many people in this
chanber, 1 did not know Joe Galiber for a | ong
time, but I'mstruck by the word that many
peopl e have used in describing this body as a
house, and | keep thinking these are the nenbers
of the famly right down here on this floor as
much as there are fam |y nenbers up there and,

i f anything, Joe Galiber was our big brother.

| came here in 1992, and | was
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one of the new kids, one of the babes in this
chanber, and Joe Galiber net me as | think he
net everyone in his 25 years here with that
gentle smle, that know ng nod, that uplifted
eyebrow and that endl ess ent husiasm for what he
did. It was the passion that drove everything
that he did on the floor, and | think everything
he did here.

| also have to admit Senat or
Paterson plays a role in ny favorite
recol | ection of Joe, and that was when Joe, as
he often would with that enornous franme, would
wrap his arm around soneone and gi ve hima hug
fromthe side. He gave new neaning to the idea
of taking soneone under your w ng, because when
you were under Joe Galiber's w ng, you were
firmy under his wing and under his influence,
and that wasn't a bad place to be.

It seens to nme everyone's tal ked
about when he spoke, people listened, nuch |ike
E.F. Hutton, and at least for ne in the short
time | knew him a very sinple explanation.

When you give respect, you will get it. He gave
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it to everyone he net, whether you canme fromthe
United States Senate, as his friend Pat

Moyni han, or the people he played basket bal

with or the people he knew fromthe Bronx. Wen
you gi ve respect, you engender it in others.

The other thing that he clearly
did for this chanber is he set a standard. He
el evated politics to a noble profession, perhaps
a nobility that it is losing and may have | ost.
But | want you to know that, as much as your
famly will mss him this famly that lives in
this house, that presides in this parlor, this
pl ace where we debate as every parlor in every
honme in Anerica, as the place where they debate
famly issues, we here will mss our big
br ot her .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: M. President,
you know when we have the opportunity to debate
bills as we often do, we |earn various
techni ques on what's best to debate, how to

debate and how to survive on the fl oor.
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Senat or Paterson nmenti oned how he
would try to get Joe off the floor a little
earlier, by nentioning they were on the | ast
bill. David, | could nention a couple of other
people that I'd love to be sitting in that seat
so you could do the sanme thing with them but -
Senator Dollinger, | wasn't tal king about you,
but Joe was a very special person, you know. He
was a teacher to all of us as we cane into the
Senat e as new young Senat ors.

He woul d al ways rem nd us about
the integrity of the institution of the Senate
and how inportant it was and the greatest
parlianmentary maneuver | learned in terns of ny
own sel f survival was when | woul d have a bil
that would be a bit controversial | would | ook
over and, as soon as Joe Galiber would start
getting up, | would lay it aside for the day
figuring that would be the best way for nme to
debate that day and, hopefully, catch one of
those rare days when Joe Galiber was not sitting
on the floor and perhaps the bill would -- would

fly through.
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Wien we cane -- when | first came
to the Senate, | think it's true of so nany of
us, we nmay be a little bit brash, we may be a
little bit cocky. W nay be a little bit over
confident, you know, our egos may be a little
bit inflated, but Joe Galiber had a way just to
pul | you aside and say, you know, "Son" and I
guess those of us who were a little bit younger
than he, would call us, you know, "Son."

Let ne talk to you a little bit
about how we do things in the Senate, and it
doesn't matter whether you're a Republican or
whet her you're a Denocrat. |It's really the way
t hi ngs shoul d operate in this Senate, and you'd
listen and the first couple of tines you' d say,
Well, he's -- you know, he's a Denocrat, he's
just doing this to quiet ne down, and then as
the nonths went on and perhaps a coupl e of years
you'd | earn that gentlenmen was right.

There was a certain way that you
shoul d conduct yourself on the Senate fl oor.
There was a certain way that you should debate a

bill, and this I think all of us in our own ways
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have | earned fromJoe Galiber. Certainly he's
going to be mssed and, to the Galiber famly,
we | oved your dad. He's a special man to all of
us and we will always renmenber him

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Senat or Onor at o.

SENATOR ONORATO M. President,
| rise to join ny colleagues in paying a specia
tribute to a very dear friend of mne, Senator
Joe Gali ber.

Most of the things have al ready
been sai d about what a wonderful man he has been
and surely the famly is filled with warnth
heari ng the sane thing echoed throughout the
chanber from both sides of the aisle and, on ny
very first experience with Senator Galiber when
| got first elected, | was the freshman in the
chanber and as the debate was going on with
Senat or Marchi and Senator Galiber regarding the
devel opnent of Hunt's Point, and Senator March
was the sponsor of the bill and when it cane
time for himand Joe Galiber to go at it, he

started raising questions, Senator March
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magnani nously got up and said, "I defer al
further questions to nmy newly el ected col | eague

who represents the area.”

Well, I didn't know anyt hi ng
about the bill at all, and | got put in an
awkward position. | just reassured Joe what |

had gathered fromthe earlier debate that he
want ed to nake sure that jobs would be
forthcom ng when the devel opnent took place and
| told him 1| says, "Joe," you know, "I cone
froma | abor background with the bricklayers
union, and | can proni se you that that will take
place. 1'Il give you ny solenn prom se that the
jobs will be forthcom ng." He says, "Wth
that,"” he says, "I'Il defer any further

guestions,” and he says, "lI'mgoing to rely on
you in good faith to see to it that that does
take pl ace.”

And the other thing that he had,
you know, they nentioned about this fur coat and
all of the different cars. | live in Astoria

and nmy office is on Astoria Boul evard, and on

one occasion ny secretary called nme and says,
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"There's a fellow out here in a big hat and fur
coat, and | can't believe it, there's a Stutz
Bearcat outside parked in front of the
building.” | cone out, | said, "Qops, it's Joe
Gliber." 1 says, "Joe, what brings you into

Astoria?" He says, "George," he says, "you got
one of the best repair shops around here and,"
he says, "I keep bringin' this car. Hopefully
I"mgoin" to get it fixed one of these days."
So Joe nade it a habit every single tine, and it
was very, very nunerous, not only with the Stutz
Bearcat, sonme of the other cars that he had, he
al ways kept bringing it to Astoria, and on one
occasion | said, "Joe, I'"'mgetting a little
suspicious." | says, "You don't have any idea
of noving fromthe Bronx down here, do you?" He
says, "No, Ceorge. | can assure you that that's
not the case.”

You know, all of ny menories and
recol | ections of Senator Galiber are all very
war m and happy, and |'m sure you've heard the

same sentinents bei ng echoed throughout the -

these particular tributes. So they're all very,
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very true; they all really do cone fromthe
heart, and what | tell you now is when | grow
up, | hope that I will be just |ike Joe
Gal i ber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG:  Thank you, M.
President. And if Joe was here, he'd probably
say, if you ever grow up.

Al'l of us had a good tine with
Senat or Joe Gali ber when he was here in the
chanber, and | heard on the box a | ot of the
good things, nice things, that have been said
about Senator Galiber, so that I'm M.
President, at this hour not going to go on at
any length, but |I just felt conpelled to say a
few words about Senator Joe Gali ber.

I know his famly is here and
they can be very proud of his nenory and the
good works that he did on behalf of the people
of his district and this state through his life
time. | would just coment that Senator Joe

Galiber really personified what being a Senat or
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is all about.

He | ooked the part. He just
| ooked Senatorial. He acted the part. He acted
Senatorial. And when he tal ked he tal ked
Senatorially. Wen was in the chanber or out of
the chanber, he was truly -- and it has been
stated -- a class act.

He's the kind of person that
you'd like to have as a friend because when he
was your friend you knew that he was there and
you coul d depend on him and |I'm proud to have
been able to call Senator Joe Galiber a friend.

| found that he was a very
special friend when he wanted to go up to
Saratoga to watch the thoroughbreds run, and we
woul d visit when he was there or go to SPAC and
see himthere. He enjoyed the things that this
area could provide, but what he enjoyed npbst was
being here with his colleagues, serving his
constituents and serving the people of this
state, and he did that in a way that can nake
all of us proud, his famly proud.

He did it in a way, M.
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President, that we will always renenber. He did
what he did with class, and that was right up to
his final days when he was in this chanber
showing us what life is all about. So we'll
have the best nenories of Senator Joe in this
chanber, and his famly, and we will have the

| egacy, as will his constituency, of the good
wor ks that he did.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO.  The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

Nay ?

(There was no response. )

The resolution is adopted
unani nousl y.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG:  An announcenent
by Senator Connor.

SENATOR CONNOR: Yes, once again
would invite all the nenbers and everyone here
to join us in the Conference Roomin 314 with

the famly and friends of Senator Galiber for
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cof fee and cake. W thought it would be a
little earlier in the afternoon, and | see a
couple old timers, Senator Hal perin, and | saw
Senator Perry up there, they're certainly

wel come to join us as well, having served with
Senat or Gal i ber.

SENATOR BRUNG:  Thank you

M. President, | believe there's
a report fromthe Insurance Conmttee at the
desk that | would ask be read at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO.  The
clerk will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Velella,
fromthe Commttee on Insurance, hands up the
following bills directly for third reading

Senate Print 2766-A, by Senator
Velella, an act to anend the Insurance Law, in
relation to requiring insurance conpanies to
notify the Department of Social Services;

Senate Print 5971, by Senat or
Velella, an act to anend the Insurance Law, in
relation to maki ng additional provisions for the

transfer of funds fromthe medical mal practice
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associ ati on;

5972, by Senator Velella, an act
to anend the Insurance Law, in relation to
provi di ng of certain policies which provide
coverage for hospital, surgical and for nental
care include coverage for services.

Al bills directly for third
r eadi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;

Wt hout objection, all bills are reported
directly to third reading.

SENATOR BRUNO  And, M.
President, can | ask that Cal endar Nunber 135 be
| ai d aside at the request of the sponsor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO 135
will be laid aside.

SENATOR BRUNG:  For the day.

And in the nane and in the nmenory
of Senator Joe Galiber, there being no further
busi ness to cone before the Senate, | nove that
we stand adjourned until tonmorrow at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:

Wt hout objection, the Senate stands adjourned
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until Tuesday, February 6th, at 3:00 p.m,
shar p.
(Whereupon at 6:34 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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